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CHAPTER I 
Statement of Problem 
The Madonna magazine, a monthly periodical 
published by the Congregation of the Most Holy Red-
eemer in Canada, lacks a clearly defined purpose, 
has no delineated policy of operation. The result 
is sometimes confusion, or at least a lack of direct 
reading appeal. 
At the magazine's inception in 1928 there 
was a stated purpose of the Madonna, then known as 
the Ei kon. This purpose was quite general and did 
not give any explicit guidance to subsequent editors. 
There has been no policy drawn up for the 
production staff or contributors. Policy has chang ed 
through the years, as can be seen by a content analysis 
contained in this thesis. 
Now, over thirty years since the magazine's 
beginnings, there must be explicitly stated a defin-
itive purpose and policy of the Madonna. Even if such 
a definitive purpose and policy had been clearly drawn 
up thirty years ago, now it would be necessary to ex-
amine that policy and purpose as to its relevance to 
present-day problems and needs. 
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By means of a historical study of the magazine, 
a survey of the priests of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, a survey of the readers of Madonna, and a 
survey of the Catholic Press in Canada, this thesis aims 
at concluding with a defined purpose and policy of the 
Madonna, which is consonant with the present needs of 
the Catholic public in Canada and the apostolate of the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. 
- 2 -
CHAPTER II 
Catholic Press Survey 
In order to set the scene for the placement 
of Madonna in its proper milieu, it is well to present 1 
I' 
an outline summary of the Catholic Press in America. 
First, a statistical summary of the Catholic Press in 
the United States and then in greater detail, especially 
of the periodicals, of the Catholic Press in Canada. 
A. Catholic Press in U.S. 
It is interesting to note that there is not 
a Catholic daily newspaper published in the United 
States (nor in English-speaking Canada). This is some-
what o ~f a phenomenon, the explanation of which is remote 
from this thesis. It is not for want of a market--the 
Catholic population in the United States is over forty-
two million; in Canada over eight million. 
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Newspapers 
Weekly Newspapers, published 
locally: 
Weekly Diocesan Editions of 
National Newspapers: 
Weekly Diocesan Newspapers 
Total: 
National Newspapers: 
Foreign Language Newspapers: 
Total Newspapers U.S.: 
Number Circulation 
71 3,139,016 
45 774.077 
116 3,913,093 
2 1,698 ,972~:, 
12 188 2228 
130 5,026,916 
* This figure includes 31 diocesan editions of the 
Regi ster, {482 ,100) and 14 editions of Our Sunday 
Visitor, (291,977). 
A) 
Magazines 
Magazines Accepting Advertising 
Consumer Magazines 
Professional & Business 
Foreign Language 
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Number 
64 
57 
l 
Circulation 
6,004,252 
507,153 
9,500 
6,520,905 
~I ,, 
tl 
B ) Maga zi nes Not Accepting Advertising 
~ Number 
English Language Magazines 231 
Foreign Language Magazines 23 
376 
B. Catholic Press in Canada 
Weekl y Newspapers 
Nationa l Newspa pers 
Total 
Newspa pers 
Number 
10 
1 
11 
Magazines 
Accepting advertising 11 
18 Not Accepting Advertising 
Total 29 
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Circulation 
15,755, 317 
257, 643 
16,012, 960 
26 ,5 33 , 865 
Circulation 
121,791 
65,000 
186 ,791 
351, 317 
775, 693 
1,127,010 
Canadian Catholic Newspapers 
One effort has been made to establish a 
National Catholic Weekly. The Ensign was established 
in 1948 , but ended in failure in 1956. It had reached 
a circulation of 100,000. The story behind; its failure, 
relative to the lack of a Catholic daily in America, is 
a thesis in itself. 
The Canadian Register is Canada's only chain 
of diocesan newspapers, published jointly by the dioceses 
of Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton, London, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Fort VJilliam, Pembroke, Peterborough, and Alexandria. It 
was this paper that combined with others to form the 
Ensign in 1948 , but disagreement followed, and the 
Register resumed publication under its own conditions. 
It is published as a National edition appendixed by a 
diocesan section. The total combined circulation is 
~ over 65,000. 
l 
lj 
II 
Somewhat akin to the Register in its striving 
for national coverage is the Canadian Edition of Our 
Sunday Visitor. The core o.f this publicaticin is Our 
Sunday Visitor, a national Catholic weekly published 
in Huntington, Indiana. The Canadian edition is an 
outside four-page cover of Canadiana. Its circulation 
is 63 ,000, distributed in every Catholic Province. 
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The other newspapers in Canada are diocesan: 
The Casket - published fo r the dioceses of Antigonish, 
Halifax , and Charlottetown. Circulation is 15,000. 
The New Freeman - The official paper of the diocese of 
Saint John, Moncton, Bathurst and Edmundston. 
The Western Sunday Vistior - an offshoot publication of 
the American Our Sunday Visitor. It has a circulation 
of 7,5 00 , in Manitoba's archdioceses of Winnipeg and 
St. Boniface. 
The Prairie Messenger - published by the Benedi ctine 
Fathers of St. Peter's Abbey, Muenster, Sask. It is the 
approved weekly for the dioceses of Saskatchewan. 
Circulation is 7,000. 
The Western Catholic - the official Catholic weekly for 
the Alberta dioceses of Edmont on , Calgary and St. Paul. 
Circulation is 8 ,100. 
The Prospector - the official organ of the diocese of 
Nelson, B.C. Circulation is 4,000. 
The B. C. Catholic - the official organ of the archdiocese 
of Vancouver, and also serves the diocese of Kamloops . 
Circulation is 10, 347. 
The Jvioni tor - is Newfoundland 's Catholic .journal. It 
is a monthly tabloid with a circulation of 8 ,000, serving 
all the dioceses of Newfoundland. 
The Torch - is a diocesan monthly, published in Victoria, 
B.C. , as that dioceses official organ. Circulation is 2,100. 
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In 1955 the English Information Service was 
established, similar to the Service D'Information de 
la CCC established in 1953, to issue bulletins of in-
formation about Catholic events. The purpose of the 
service is "to supply news of Catholic interest to our 
Catholic newspapers and also assist in public relations 
with the secular press." The Information Service is a 
full-time operation, with a number of Canadian writers 
on the staff, clerical and lay , who supply weekly 
columns to Canada's Catholic press on a variety of 
topics including a weekly report from Canada's parliament. 
Canadian Catholic Periodicals 
These number about thirty and may be class-
ified thus: official organs, shrine magazines, puol±cat-
ions of religious congregations, mission magazines, and 
general. Many of these classifili::at.ions overlap. Magaz-
ines published by a religious congregation may have a 
large percentage of content directed to the general 
Catholic reading public. Mi ssions is an extended topic 
the purpose of the magazine may be fund-raising for the 
particular group working in the particular mission field, 
but at the same time devote much of its space to general 
mission propaganda. However, the classifications help 
to give some indication of the various fields covered 
by these publications. 
- 8 -
I~ 
Official Organs 
The Annals of the Propagation of the Faith is 
the official publication of the Pontifical Society of 
the same name. It is published monthly in Toronto. It 
was founded in 1943 and is circulated in all 28 English-
language dioceses in Canada. Circulation is 140,000. 
The Young IVIissionary is the official organ of 
the Pontifical Society of the Holy Childhood, published 
five times during the school year; it is distributed in 
all English-speaking Catholic schools. 
The Canadian League is the official organ of 
the Catholic Women's League of Canada and has a circulat-
ion of over 48,000 copies monthly. It is published in 
II j Ottawa. 
r The CIS Digest is published in Montreal, a bil-
l ingual monthly, as the official organ of the Catholic 
Immigrant Services. 
The Canadian Messenger of the Sacred Heart is 
the monthly magazine published by the Jesuits nto foster 
devotion to the Sacred Heart through the Apostolate of 
~ Prayer." Circulation is 26,000. 
I 
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The Crusader is published by the Apost.!bes.hip 
of Prayer and is the official organ of the Eucharistic 
Crusade in Canada. It is published by the Jesuits in 
Toronto and provides Hfor weekly meetings conducted in 
grade schools. " Circulation is 12,000. 
The Franciscan Review is published in Montreal 
by the Franciscan Fathers as the official organ of the 
Third Order of St. Francis. Circulation is 5,000 . 
National Shrines Publications 
The Annals of Good Saint Anne de Beaupre is a 
monthly publication to propagate devotion to St. Anne. 
It is published by the Redemptorist Fathers of the 
French-speaking province of St. Anne de Beaupre. This 
is their English-speaking publication. They also publish 
a French counterpart, but it contains entirely different 
matter. The circulation of this English-language public-
ation is 85 ,000. 
The Oratory (Annals of St. Joseph of Ivlount 
Royal) is published at the National Shrine of St . Joseph 
in Montreal. The English annals, a counterpart of the 
French edition, has a circulation of over 20 , 000 monthly . 
The Friend of Brother Andre is also published 
at St. Joseph's Oratory in Montreal, and is also dedicated 
to the spread of devotion to St. Joseph . Circulation is 
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70,000. It is published quarterly. 
Our Lady of the CaQe is the monthly official 
organ of Our Lady of the Rosary Shrine at Cap-de-la-
Iviadela:Lne, Quebec. Its main purpose is to promote devotion ,I 
to the Rosary and to report on the activities of the 
Shrine. Circulation is 16,000. It also has a French 
languag e edition. 
The Martyrs Shrine Message, a quarterly, is the 
official organ of the Canadian Martyrs' Shrine at Midland, 
Ont. Circulation is 11,450. 
Religious Congregations 
The Jesuit Bulletin is a quarterly published 
in Toronto by the Jesuit Fathers of the Upper Canada 
Province. It is aimed at the benefactors of Jesuit 
works and missions and it fosters vocations. 
The Companion of St. Francis and of St. Anthony 
is published monthly in Toronto by the Conventual Fran-
ciscan Fathers. It is a family magazine, bringing Catholic 
and Franciscan spirituality to its readers, who number 
12,000. 
Oblate Missions, a quarterly, is the official 
organ of the Missionary Association of Mary Immaculate. 
- 11 -
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j1 Its objectives are the promotion of the Association, of 
vocations and fund-raising for the support of Oblate 
,, 
I Houses of formation. Circulation is 5,000. 
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The Field at Home is the organ of the Sisters 
of Service; a monthly publication for the purpose of 
fostering interest in the works of the congregation. 
Circulation is 3,000. 
Our Lady of the Atonement Annals is a quarterly 
issued by the Franciscan Sisters of Atonement, of Smokey 
Lake, Alta. Circulation is 5,000. 
The Raphaelite is published three times a year 
by the Sisters of Charity of Saint John, N.B. Circul-
ation is 5,000. 
Scarboro ~fissions is a monthly published by 
the Scarboro Foreign IV:rrssion Scoiety as their official 
organ. Monthly circulation is 54,000. 
IV:rrssions Magazines 
The Indian Record is an organ for the Indian 
missions of southern Saskatchewan. It fulfills the 
semi-official capacity of propagating the work of the 
Oblate Missionaries' Indian and Eskimo Welfare Comm-
ission. Circulation is 4,000. 
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Eskimo is published quarterly by the Vicar 
Apostolic of Hudson's Bay at Churchill, Manitoba. 
Circulation is 4,000. 
General Magazines 
Our Family is a monthly published in Battle-
ford, Sask., by the Oblate Fathers of St. Mary's Prov-
ince, to propagate the " Christian ideal of family life. " 
Circulation is 6 ,750, mainly in Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
The O.E.C.T.A. Review is the official organ 
of the Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association, 
publish ed eight times a year in Toronto. The Review 
serves as a means of communication bet~rTeen the Assoc-
iation members and to promote the Catholic philosophy 
of education. Circulation is 6 ,700. 
Canadian Catholic Institutions is a trade 
maga zine for administrators, published bi-monthly in 
Toronto. Circulation is 4,900W 
Le Revue de L'Universitie D'Ottawa is a bi-
lingual quarterly which includes articles on Holy 
Scripture, Theology, Canon and Civil Law, History, 
Philosophy, Science and the Arts. 
Restoration a monthly published by Madonna 
House a t Combermere, to spread the activiti es of the 
- 13 -
lay a postolate. 
Unity is the monthly organ of the Benedict 
Labre House in Montreal, which also propagates the 
activities of the lay apostolate . 
Besides these periodicals listed there are 
vari ous other minor publications issued by Catholic 
Uni versities, Colleges and I nstitutions . 
To serve the Byzantine Rite Catholics, there 
are several Ukrainian-English publications, such as 
Progress (eire. 6 ,000), the Ukrainian Record, Redeemer's 
Voice, Obnovan . 
The French Language Press in Canada is not 
within the scope of this thesis. Yet it is of great 
importance as it serves six million people , almost 
100% Catholic. 
Quebec's L'Action Catholique and Ottawa's 
I Le Droit are owned by Catholic syndicates, controlled I 
by the Church , and both fulfill to a great degree the 
definition of a Catholic 'daily newspaper.' The former 
~ has a circulation of 56 ,000, the latter of 34, 600. 
Many other dailies, notably Three-Rivers' 
Le Nouvelliste, Sherbrooke 's La Tribune, Montreal's 
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Le Devoir, Quebec's Le Soleil, to name the more import-
ant ones, give excellent coverage of Catholic news . The 
same holds true of about one hundred weeklies published 
throughout Quebec Province. 
There are about a hundred Catholic magazines 
published in the Province of Quebec in a variety of 
fields. 
(The Catholic English-speaking people of Canada make 
up approximately 12% of the lg million total population, 
while French- speaking Catholics make up another 30%; 
the various ethnic groups brings these percentages up 
to about 45%). 
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The listings, statistical data and other 
statements included in this su~mary were gathered 
from: 
1) Answers to letters of enquiry sent to 
editors on March 1, 1962 . 
2) The Catholic Press Annual ' 61 
3 ) The Cathol ic-Press Directory 1961 
- 62. 
Reference ; to each item of information 
was not numbered and recorded because of the entirely 
informational nature of t he whole content . 
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CHAPTER III 
Historical Survey 
A. The Madonna 
"Madonna is a monthly magazine dedicated to 
t h e devotion of Our Mother of Perpetual Help.'l Thus 
the succinct explanation proferred by its present editor, 
2 Reverend James N. Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
It might be added - published by the Redempt-
orist Fathers of the Toronto Province. The present 
editor limits the purpose of the magazine to the s pread 
II of the devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual Help . In a 
letter to the author he states: "Of course there is no 
I 
II 
1 question of changing or broadening the scope of the mag-
IIi azine. True, we carry articles that at times are only 
distantly relative, but it does have a unity of purpose -
t o s pread devotion to the Mother of God under the title 
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help. If we change that 
we are lost. n 
- 17 -
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I respectfully submit that this opinion is 
personal to the present editor, not in line with other 
authoritative and historical statements which I will 
quote, not consonant with the printed facts of continual 
past issues of the magazine. There is such an emphasis, 
but not so great as to limit such a definition of pur-
pose, nor was that the intention of its founders. 
Whether it is beneficial to have a broader 
scope t han that stated by the editor deserves further 
consideration. That a wider purpose has beeri followed 
is also clear from a cursory content analysis. 
In order to probe the purpose of t he magazine, 
I think it ne cessary to place the Madonna in its proper 
milieu, that is to give a short explanation of the Con-
gregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (the Redemptorists) 
and of devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual Help , in order 
to explain the raison d'etre of the Madonna since its 
inception in 1928 . 
resentation of " Congregatio ·Sanctissimi Redemptoris" -
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. 
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The founder of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, better known as the Redemptorist Order, 
was the Neapolitan nobleman, Alphonsus Maria de Liguori, 
canonized Saint, nnoctor of the Universal Church,n and 
"Prince of Moral Theologians." He was born in 1696 and 
died i - 1787. At the age of sixteen he was a doctor 
of both canon and civil law. 
Alphonsus Liguori became a priest. Stunned 
by the i gnorance of so many of his countrymen in the 
rudiments of religion, he set his life work to combat 
this i gnorance and apathy. This was to be accomplished 
mainly by preaching, especially as he said "to the most 
abandoned souls.n3 Knowing he could accomplish little 
alone he gathered together fellow priests ~<vho would 
dedicat e their lives to "work for God, especially by 
preaching.n 4 
The arduous task of forming the institute, 
drawing up its rule of life, recruiting members, etc., 
reached its milestone with formal papal approbation on 
February 25, 1749. 
Every religious institute proposes to itself 
a twofold end: the first is the sanctification of the 
members, the second, the salvation of the people and 
- 19 -
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t h e good of the Ch urch. the fo rmer end is g eneral ; the 
latter s p ecial, and it is by this s pecial end that the 
various orders differ from one another, and assume a 
distinctive character. thu s in g eneral, t he J esu it's 
vocation is teaching, the Carmelite's is silence, t he 
Trappist's is silence and manual labour. 
The s pecial end, s p ecific aim, of the Cong-
reg ation of the Most Holy Redeemer is the preaching of 
the word of God. The -vvhole rule is written with that 
end i n view, and what will foster that end is en coura g ed 
and commanded; what will hinder it, is forbidden. 
This preaching has taken the form of "missions," 
a daily course of sermons, preached every morning and 
evening, and lasting a week or more, teaching t h e chief 
truths of salvation and the duties of the various st a tes 
of life. 
The activity of a Re demptorist is not, however , 
limited solely t o the preaching of missions in the strict 
sense of the word. Work that was practical in a ples of 
t h e eighteenth century may not be so in America of t he 
t wentieth. The scope is now wider - foreign missions, 
care of parishes, retreats, and, not least, the 'apostolate 
- 20 -
of the pen.' Writing as a form of preaching the word 
of God is not only a tolerated form of Redemptorist 
work, but rather an accepted and relevant duty, recogn-
izing ~ he printed word, as the spoken word, a mighty 
power for good. In the contemporary words of Reverend 
Paul C. Bussard, co-originator of the current Catholic 
Digest, "publishing in the Catholic Church is only an 
extension of preaching the Gospel." 
The example of St. Alphonsus is sufficient 
authority. His long life and unusual strength enabled 
him to write over one hundred books. His Visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament is second in sales only to the Holy 
Bible. His Glories of Mary is the most famous of all 
Marian writings. He is especially noted for his scholar-
ly work s in moral theology, written during a decadent per-
iod in theological studies, steering a middle course 
between Jansenistic rigorism and modernistic liberalism.5 
Hence, the publication of the Madonna, a form 
of preaching the word of God, is truly Redemptorist 
work, carry±ng on the work of the Congregation of the 
Most Holy Redeemer, as envisioned by St. Alphonsus. 
To preach, as St. Alphonsus intended, then, 
is to put forward in the most powerful and persuasive, 
- 21 -
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practical and down-to-earth way, the truths which are 
to govern good Christian living. This includes diss-
ertations on moral issues of the day, outlining the app-
lication~ of basic Christian truths to twentieth century 
I America, as well as devotional Catholic living. 
I' I 
Jl 
The present-day Redemptorist magazine, then, 
should fulfill this purpose. 
2. Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
Particular emphasis in the magazine is given 
to devotion to the Mother of God under the title of Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. 
St. Alphonsus is widely known for his devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin, and he instilled this in the rule 
of his institute, and to-day it is a hallmark of Redempt-
orists and Redemptorist Mission and parish activ~ties. 
This does not now seem in any way a very dist-
inctive trait in Catholicism, in what has been cal~ed 
by the Church a Marian age, and by some Protestant 
g roups, the a g e of mariolatry. 
This special Marian devotion, Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, was unknown to St. Alphonsus. The dev-
- 22 -
otion is s ymbolized by a rather mysterious painting of 
unkn own origin. 
It is not known who painted this eikon, nor 
when . Some pious and credulous souls have s peculated 
with scanty and questionable arguments that it finds 
its origin with St. Luke the Evangelist . However, there 
is no g ood foundation for this assumption. 
There is some proof, f rom materials used, that 
it may have orig inated in Crete. However, factual hist-
ory can trace its origin to the private home of a Roman 
family in the late f ifteenth century. The story inscrib-
ed on its reverse, as well as a duplicate found in the 
- 23 -
I 
I 
I 
·I 
i 
I 
I 
I; 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
.I 
il 
II 
Vatican archives, tells the story of the Blessed Virgin 
appearing to the little girl of the household to tell 
her that she wished her picture to be placed in a 
Church, designating nbetween my beloved Church of St. 
Mary Major 's and that of my beloved son, St. John of 
Lateran. " 6 
On March 27, 1499, the picture was exposed 
for veneration in the Roman Church of St. Matthew where 
it remained for three centuries. In 1798 war demolish-
ed the church, and the Augustinian Friars, who had been 
in charge of St. Matthew's, took the picture with them 
to their new monastery in another part of the city. 
In 185 5 the Redemptorists built a church on 
the site of the old St. Matthew's and they petitioned 
Pope Pius IX to have the image returned to its intended 
site. The Pope granted the request and at the same 
time command ed the Redemptorists to 11 make her knm'ln 
throughout the world."7 
The original picture is still enshrined in 
the church of St. Alphonsus, on the Via Merulana in 
Rome . Millions of copies of varied sizes have found 
their way into every probable and improbable corner of 
the world. 
- 24 -
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In the United States and Canada the custom 
has become quite general in recent years of having public 
devotions to Our Mother of Perpetual Help on a fixed day 
of each week throughout the year . The services at these 
"pernetual novenas" last about half an hour. They gener-
ally consist of a short sermon, public prayers and hymns 
to the Mother of God, the reading of petitions and thank-
s givings, and the blessing of the sick. They close with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, and the veneration 
of the miraculous picture. 
To my mind, there is all too prevalent a 
sentimental, sugary devotion accompanying the veneration 
of the Mother of God, especially under this title. 
Rather, the art and beauty of the picture symboli ze s 
greater realities, all findi ng t heir basis i n the doct-
rine of the Incarnation and all that it implies. 
All devotion, including that to the Blessed 
Virgin, is meaningless unless Christ-centred. And this 
includes the natural, upon which the supernatural must 
build. It must involve our relationship of creature to 
ereator through Redeemer, in a very practical way relat-
ed to our day-to-day living . 
This failing of proper and proportionate 
- 25 -
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orientation of devotion, has been prevalent in varying 
degrees over the years in the Madonna magazine. A pre-
occupation with trivial niceties, rather than coming to 
grips with worldly, natural, human realities. This is 
the paradox of the Incarnation. 
However, true devotion to the Mother of God 
as an exemplary guide to the perfect love of God, was 
clearly a hallmark of St. Alphonsus and the asceticism 
he imbued in his Congregation. This too, then, should 
be found i n the present-day Redemptorist magazine. 
THE MAD ONNA 
It is then, into this setting that the Madonna 
magazine must be placed - the setting of St. Alphonsus, 
his work and s pirit, his Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, espec-
ially under the title of Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 
3. Beginnings 
The idea of a magazine representing the 
Canadian Redemptorists and their work evolved in tine 
year 1928 . Reverend Patrick J. Gallery wrote in the 
Jubilee issue of Madonna in October 1953: 
- 26 -
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Some of us asked ourselves, why we could 
not have a National Magazine, to promote the 
i nterests of Our Mother of Perpetual Help and 
St. Alphonsus , the Founder of the Redemptorists. 
We thought it would be a very practical way of 
s preading devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help , and, especially to help open the weekly 
devotions to Our Lady, throughout Canada. We 
talked and talked and d~cussed. We spoke of 
a modest little book, which would stand bet-
ween the old reliable Ave Maria, of Notre Dame , 
I ndiana and the Liguorian, the ·western Redempt-
orists' excellent Magazine. Some argued that 
i·t would require quite a staff - others were 
hesitant, because of the financial angles. How-
ever, the idea grew and grew. 
A meeting was called. Present were our 
Provincial, Father Gerald Murray, our Rector, 
Father James McCandlish, Fathers George Daly, 
John Kane , John Barry, James Cloran, Henry 
Bartley, Kenneth Kennedy, Joseph O' Hara , John 
Keogh, Bernard Coffey and the writer of this 
account. The majority were in favour of a 
National Magazine. Its purpose would be to 
promote the Glories of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help and to make known the interests of our 
Founder, Saint Alphonsus Liguori. 
The meeting took place in St. Patri ck 's 
Rectory, Toronto, April 25, 1928. Reverend 
Gerald Murray stressed this thought: 11 The 
magazine, being a Redemptorist effort, should 
portray the realistic part of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help in our Apostolic work, as Red-
emptorists. The one purpose of our little 
book should be to make God's Mother more glor-
ious. Its one desire - to bring good read-
able articles into the hands of its subscribers." 
Once then it was decided that there should 
be a national Redemptorist magazine, its name had to 
be chosen. Suggestions were submitted - among others: 
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The Madonna - Perpetual Help - Mother of Perpetual 
Help. Rev. James Cloran offered the chosen name -
The Eikon.8 The picture of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help is the eikon of Mary. 
Rev. Patrick J. Gallery was appointed to be 
first editor and staff of one. Other Redemptorists 
were t o be contributing upon their own initiative or 
the editor's solicitation.9 
The first cover was sky blue, at the bottom 
the sun, inscribed with the Redemptorist coat of arms, 
was half risen with its rays leading up to the picture 
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help centered on the page. 
Above that was printed in large bold type - The Eikon. 
This cover was continued unchanged until a 
complete change of format was made in October 1939 . 
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MARCH, 1929 TORONTO, CANADA 
lj THE EIKON 
I 
. II 
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li . 
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The drive for subscriptions began and within 
three years reached the six thousand mark. The first 
subscribers were Bill Sheehan, the printer of the first 
issues and Patrick Moffat, a shipping agent in Toronto.10 
The preliminary financial burden not covered 
by the advertising carried was borne by lftrs. F. McCarthy , 
II a daughter of Sir William McKenzie •11 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
li 
Contributors to the first issue were Rever-
ends James Cloran, Reginald Greenal, Kenneth Kennedy , 
Daniel Ehman, Gerald Murray, Louis Scallon, and Patrick 
Gallery , editor. 
The first Eikon office was situated in a cor-
ner of the former St. Patrick's Library , McCaul Street, 
Toronto. The first issues, 32 pages octavo, were add-
ressed by t ypewriter and by hand.12 
The content of the first issues was made up 
of articles on mariological doctrine and devotion, moral 
sermons, poetry and other short devotional fictidn. It 
was of a high literary level, not so much factual and 
informative. 
4. Staff and Locus 
Rev. Patrick Gallery remained as editor until 
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1939 assisted by Reverends Reginal Greenall and l\tichael 
O'Sullivan . 
In October, 1939, the offices were transferred 
to St. Ann's Rectory, 1355 Basin St., Montreal, with a 
newly appointed editor, Rev . John Bennett , assisted by 
Reverends Kenneth Kennedy and Augustine Bennett . 
In January, 1948, Rev. Augustine Bennett was 
appointed editor, assisted by Reverends James N. Bennett, 
Bernard Johnson, and Leonard Vale. 
In February, 1951 Reverend John F. Corkery 
became editor, assisted by Rev. Merlin Donovan , and 
Brothers Wilfred and Raymond. 
The entire operation and staff were moved in 
January, 1953 to the Redemptorist Novitiate, L 'Abord a 
Plouffe, about fifteen miles outside Montreal . 
In September, 1954, Rev . James Bennett be-
came editor , assisted by Reverends Ronald Delaney, 
John Lacey, Brothers Stanislaus, Reginald and Wilfred . 
In January, 1957, permanent quarters for the 
magazine were constructed at 426 St. Germain Ave. , 
Toronto, where it is presently situated. At long last 
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a permanent and suitable home. 
The present staff includes: Rev. James Bennett, 
editor; assisted by Reverends Clayton Kramer, William 
Allan, William Doucette, Brothers Stanislaus and Allan. 
5. Ti·tle 
The original title of The Eikon was used 
until November, 1942, when it was changed to Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help. 
TO OUR FRIENDS: Almost fifteen years ago 
t he first magazine devoted to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, in Canada, made its appearance. 
It bore the name of The Eikon and its editor was 
t h e Rev. Patrick Gallery. Since then fhe Eikon 
has made various minor alterations of policy and 
met with varying success. In the hope of bring-
i ng the name of Our Mother of Perpetual Help to 
an ever- widening audience and inspiring a deep-
er devotion and more practical love of her in 
t his hour of widespread crises, it has been dec-
ided to depart upon more far-reaching alterations. 
With sentiments of deepest gratitude to the inn-
umerable subscribers and readers who have remained 
loyal and true to '!E'he Eikon of former days, we 
now very humbly and hopefully submit "Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help. u 
James Fuller, C.Ss.RlJ 
Provincial Superior . 
This remained the title until the issue of 
I 
,j January, 1947. 
ol 
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Coming to our other important announcement, 
we wanted to tell you beforehand that your next 
copy of this magazine will come to you under its 
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nE~w name - Madonna. Though we are changing ih _ 
no way the purpose or policy of the magazine. 
Our main reasons in assuming this new name, 
Madonna, are obvious. We feel the sacred name, 
Mother of Perpetual Help, is altogether too 
charmingly personal for a publication. Besides, 
in the constant need for brevity in printing, 
t yping , mailing, etc., all too unfortunately 
often this name suffered the unconscious dignity 
of being reduced to the unholy abbreviation of 
O.L.P.H. or O.M.P.H. The new name safeguards 
this and lends a reverent facility in s peaking 
and writing of the magazine. Then too, Iviadonna 
has its own distinctive charm. Throughout the 
world it signifies My Lady or My Mother, and 
thus through centuries, hallowed use of it has 
become uniquely applicabl~ · : to The Lady - The 
I'flother of us all. 
Ho pe y~u like it, and won't you tell us 
i f you do? 
6 . Content 
The content of The Eikon, Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help, Madonna remained fairly constant. 
In 1936 a relatively major contribution 
began, which has become a part of the purpose of tlhe 
magazine. This is the League of St. Gerard. 
The League was founded by Rev. Daniel Elunan 
in 1936, and used the Madonna as its official organ. 
It is still used as such to-day. There is, it seems, 
sufficient relevance. The magazine had taken on the 
character of a family magazine - and the League of St. 
Gerard was an association for mothers. 
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St. Gerard was a Redemptorist lay-brother 
(1726 ·- 1755) who, because of his holiness, had been 
given ·· miraculous powers from God. There were numerous 
incidents during his life, and since through his inter-
cession, of his assistance to mothers. 
The League of St. Gerard was, and is, an 
apostolate to promote the ideals of Christian mother-
hodd, and especially to counteract the aspiring doctrine 
of Margaret Sanger, her followers and devotees of birth 
control . It continues to-day to keep before the eyes 
of the magazine audience the Catholic teaching on family 
life, to uphold and explain the Church's condemnation 
of unnatural birth control - through the inspiration of 
St. Gerard. 
Each issue of the magazine carries a section 
devoted to the League of St. Gerard, with a relevant 
article, and sample l etters of request and thanks from 
League members. 
I n November, 1956 , a regular fe ature was in-
itiated in the form of a Question Box , which endeavours 
to answer queries on current moral problems po sed in 
letters from the magazine readers. This is written by 
Rev. Alphonsus J. Thomas, Professor of Moral Theology 
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at Holy Redeemer College, Windsor, Ontario. 
Over the years there have been various articles 
on different aspects of Redemptorist work in Canada. In 
1949 t h e first group of Canadian Redemptorists were sent 
to Japan . The Madonna thereafter carried a fairly reg-
ular feature on their work and progress, but of recent 
publications only an occasional article. 
Advertisments have varied over the years . In 
the early issues they changed frequently , thenmajority 
fr9m local business establishments. During the past 
decade the advertising content has become fairly con-
stant - Church Supply companies, printing and publishing 
houses, banks - and at times 'medicinal' companies ad-
vertising vitamin pills. 
Another analogous form of advertising has been 
carried on since the beginning ••• i.e., advertising the 
Redemptorists and publicizing their various interests. 
I 
I 
The first issues carried vocation ads, sol-
iciting recruits for the C. Ss .R. - an Uncle Sam finger-
pointing poster , "God Wants You - to become a Redemptorist." 
Also carried were various fund-raising advert-
isements, pleas to remember the Redemptorists in your 
your will, stamp collections for the seminary, etc. 
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7. Cir culation and Finances 
As we mentioned, after the first three years 
the magazine had reached a circulation of six thousand. 
It grew gradually and proportionately with the years. 
In 1945 the circulation was 12,000; i n 1956 , 
11 16,000 , and presently it is slightly over 20,000. 
II 
I ~ 
I 
~ 
I 
Financing of the magazine has always been a 
problem - in the sense that it had to be subsidized 
from the provincial (central) treasury. This was under-
standable in that it carried, and still carries, very 
little advertising . The subscription cost is still only 
one dollar a year, or ten cents a copy . It is also to 
be expected, in that the magazine fulfills the function, 
to a great degree, of being a public relations organ 
for the Canadian English-speaking section of the Congreg-
ation of the Most Holy Redeemer. 
At the present time, with the larger circul-
ation, the magazine comes very close to meeting costs. 
There is an annual negligible deficit. 
8 . Purpose of the Magazine 
Notwithstanding the unequivocal statement of 
the present editor as to the unified purpose of the ~===== 
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magazine - to s pread devotion to the Mother of God under 
the title of Our Mother of Perpetual Help - it can be 
seen from the foregoing analysis and authoritative state-
ments that the purpose of the Madonna is not clearly 
defined and delimited, and far from having a single un-
ified purpose. 
Earlier in this paper there were quoted two 
references to the intentions of the founders of the 
magazine regarding its purpose. One from the first 
editor, Rev. P.J. Gallery, and the other from the 
provincial superior at the time, Very Rev. Gerald 
:Murray. These two references seem to put on almost 
equal basis the marian and the apostolic (Redemptoristic) 
apostolate. 
In the same 1953 jubilee issue of the Madonna, 
Very Rev. J.A. Ryan, then provincial superior, stated: 
The Madonna is, if I mistake not, dedicated to 
the promotion by godd reading chiefly of three 
causes: devotion to the Mother of God who is 
Perpetual Help; devotion to St . Gerard Majella; 
and support of the Canadian and Redemptorist 
foreign mi~sion in Japan. Two at least of these 
causes belong to the main line of Catholic life 
and therefore of the Redemptorist apostolate. 
And the third is a treasure that one class of 
the faithful cannot afford to do without. 
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Devotion to the Blessed Mother, • 1'/ho is 
also Mother of Perpetual Help is, after the 
Mass and Sacraments, the surest means of per-
s evering in the grace of God. And perseverance 
i n the grace of God is the main line of Catholic 
life, the heart and soul of the difficult yet 
blessed business of being a Catholic • 
••• The support of the foreign missions 
of the Church, in this case the Redemptorist 
mission in Japan, by interest, prayer and 
material assistance is one of the most imper-
ative duties of Catholic and Christian charity • 
••• Devotion to St. Gerard Ma jella is 
hardly of the main line of Catholic life, 
except in so far as it is a particular instance 
of devotion to the Saints, the Church Triumph-
ant. But St. Gerard has, strangely enough, 
proved himself to be a miracle worker in the 
trials and offerings of mothers, particularly 
of expectant mothers, and against the curse of 
birth prevention • 
••• To live in the grace of God; to obey 
the commandments of God; to be in love with God 
and with one's ~ighbour; that, as has been said, 
is the main line of Catholic life. The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the Sacraments, devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary , prayer: these are the 
chief means by which Catholic life is sustained. 
It follows that the main line of priestly activ-
ity , in fact the very reason of being of the 
priesthood, the s pe cific activity of a priest 
as such, is to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, to administer the Sacraments and to preach 
the word of God • 
••• To preach the word of God, particularly 
the truths most pertinent to salvation: that is 
the chief pur pose f or which Redemptorists are 
ordained: that is their organic and historic 
function in the Church. 
The best Redemptorist that ever was or ever 
will be was St. Alphonsys, the founder of the 
Congregation. So great was his zeal for the sal-
vation of souls, for the main line of Catholic 
life, that besides preaching missions and retreats 
and shepherding his early followers, he wrote a 
little library of books,all of them main line 
efforts, that is, closely connected with the 
business of salvation. 
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May the Madonna during the next twenty-five 
years of its career find many sons of Alphonsus 
who will have the zeal to imitate their Father 
by contributing many 'main line' articles to 
its monthly issues. 
Correlating these statements with the histor-
ical survey , it seems a threefold purpose of t he Madonna, 
could be established. 
First: Devotion to the Mother of God, under 
the title of Our Mother of Perpetual Hel p ••• with its 
relevant application to Christian living ••• concomitant 
u 
vdth the problems of present-day mothers - Leagje of St. 
Gerard . 
Second: Work of St. Alphonsus - to preach the 
word of God, by the printed word, with an emphasis on 
the manifold moral issues of the day. 
Third: Public relations organ of the Con-
gregat ion of the Most Holy Redeemer in Canada. 
This conclusion, a three-fold purpose, is a 
temporary hypothetical statement, to be later clarified 
and modified by the further investigations contained 
in this thesis. 
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B. Content Analysis of Madonna Magazine 
In order to explore further just what purpose 
of the Madonna magazine the editors and staff have en-
visioned over the years, it will be profitable to study 
a content analysis of the magazine since its inception 
in 1928 to the present time. 
1. Explanation of Categorie s 
Marian.-The one category would not be as ex-
planator y without the further breakdown. I separated, 
as far as possible, that content whkh treated s pecif-
ically of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, in contra-distinct-
ion to that content that treated 6f Mary without any 
s pecial reference to this particular devotion. 
I also distinguished a separate sub-category 
of Shrines. These were almost one hundred per cent 
Marian, and of ten took on the spirit of a geographical 
excursion, or pilgrimage , a foray into other countries. 
There is bound to be some overlapping in 
categories, and here some of the Marian content was 
dogmatic theology , which would ordinarily be studied 
as Mariology , treating of the doctrinal basis ·1bf devot-
ion to the Mother of God. However the doctrinal content 
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was minimal. Also certain aspects of this category 
could have been considered ascetical theology. Where 
the predominant tone was ascetical, with only a reference 
to Mary, then the content was classified as ascetical. 
For ins tance, it may have been an article on prayer, 
and mentioned Mary as exempl ar, her prayer, or some 
like r eference, then the art icle was classif ied as 
ascetical. Whereas, i f the principle content was 
Marian, then the article was thus classified. 
Theological.-In reality this category should 
embrace a large field . Even though I grouped six sub-
categories under this classification the total cont ent 
is not a high percentage . 
Certain aspects of the cat egory later listed 
as the Church, could have been included i n a theological 
categor y, but this woul d have been stretching the point. 
Eccles i ology is a branch of dogmatic theology , but ord-
inarily speaking the articles classified under thi s title 
were not of the usual classification known as ecclesiogy. 
I believe the titles of the sub-categories are 
self- explanator • 
Christology could have been included in dog-
matic theology , but separated gives a clearer picture . 
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Redemptorist.-As mentioned earlier in the 
thesis this is the ordinary nomenclature used in ref-
erring to the members of the Congregation of the Mo st 
I oly Redeemer. 
This category embraces those topics which deal 
' direct ly with the Congregation, either an informative 
content explaining the Congregation, or an explanation 
of work done s pecifically by Redemptorists. 
In general, the category includes all matter 
which used as its predominant theme the Redemptorists. 
Short Stories.-This category embraces many 
themes, but the emphasis is literary, fictional. 
Again some overlapping with other categories 
occur in this classification, but not to a great degree. 
Most of the stories were literary efforts, 
interesting reading , often teaching a lesson; but t h e 
lesson was not predominant enough to place the content 
in another category . 
These short stories varied in length over the 
years. In the beginning they were longer, perhaps aver-
aging about 3000 to 3500 words, but after the first ten 
years the average length would be approximately 2000 to 
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2500 and in later years became shorter, almost to the 
size o ~ an anecddte •• 
This category was more predominant in the first 
ten years, became moderate gradually and of late been 
used much less frequently. 
Saints.-Biography of saints, examples of heroic 
virtue. 
Of course much asceticism -vvould be included in 
this category, as lived by the Saint; perhaps, too, the 
saint'~> devotion to Mary would be highlighted in some way, 
but basically the content was a portrayal of the life of 
a saint. 
Church.-This category was not classed as ecc-
lesiology , since it did not usually deal with the doct-
rinal teaching of ecclesiology, but with such topics as 
"Castel Gandolfo '' , church architecture, Catholicism in 
Switzerland. 
St. Gerard.-There was very little content in 
this category in the first ten years of the magazine, 
but after the foundation of the League of St. Gerard it 
became a regular feature and would occupy at least two 
pages of every issue. 
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Many aspects of some of this content would be 
closely -aligned with the family. If an article in this 
St . Gerard . feature was explicitly on the family, with 
little reference to St. Gerard, then the content was cat-
egorized as ttfamily . " Most often, the whole feature 
section on the League of St. Gerard was placed in this 
category. 
Current Comment.-This content treated of the 
issues of the day, such as the threat of communism, visit 
of royalty , etc. Often this content was found in the 
edit!brial. 
Personalities.-In a small way, like the New 
Yorker Profiles; included such persons as Frederick 
Ozonam , Evelyn Waugh, Cardinal Newman. 
Government.-Often this could have been included 
in current comment, but I thought it a separate category. 
It incl udes articles on the workings of government , 
goings on in Ottawa. 
There was a regular feature carried at one 
time entitled "Capital Comment.n 
Family.-This category includes all that content 
that dealt directly with the family and family problems. 
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Children.-This categor y does not deal with 
topics ab out children, but rather articles that are 
aimed at a child audience. 
The nMinor League 11 currently being carried as 
a regular feature would be a constant resident in this 
classif ication. 
Books.-Mainly these articles were book reviews. 
Lay Apostolate.-This category is closely aligned 
to asc etic theology , but yet is s pecific in itself. 
Sports.-Perhaps a strange category to find here, 
yet nevertheless a clear-cut item of content. There was 
carried for quite a while a regular feature, usually 
three or four pages, called nrviister Outdoors11 - covering 
many aspects of the s porting world. 
Canada.-This content was not s pecifically 
current comment, not governmental; sometimes it was merely 
descriptive of various regions of Canada, such as 
"Flowers and Sunsets" on the Canadian We st, and "The 
Land We Love.n 
Sociology. -This category dealt with general 
and specific topics of patterned human behaviour, with 
a social emphasis, such as " Credit Unions and Social 
Reform, n and "Legal Regulations , ,f Wages. " 
-=--= == --============--=fl===..;:=== 
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Education.-This category is self-explanatory -
often the content took on the aspect of examining the 
Catholic Separate School system. 
Vocations.~With the emphasis on a calling to 
the religious life, often highlighting the Redemptorists. 
Movies.-This was usually a review or comment 
on a current movie, or a discussion of the Legion of 
Decency. 
Miscellaneous.-All that could hot be classified 
in one of the many above categories had to be placed in 
this classification. An effort was made to classify in 
one of the categories but sometimes it was impossible, 
such as "The Catholic Press, n and n~·nw Said It 'll:iould Rain. n 
Advertising s pace or analysis is not included 
in the percentages quoted, nor in total space count on 
which t hese figures were tabulated. In general the ad-
vertising has been restricted to the covers and the last 
page. 
The advertising could be categorized and tab-
ulated, but to little advantage. Four categories of the 
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advert "sing carried is a taxative enumeration . 
l) Church Supply Companies 
2) Business 
3 ) C.Ss.R. -Vocations, Burse Funds, etc. 
4) Magazine - and relative material such 
as pamphlets, pictures, 
League of St. Gerard, 
Archconfraternity of O. M.P. H. 
Quantified Analysis by Percentage 
Marian-----------------------------------------
Iviary - 13.75% 
ONJPH - 9. 30% 
Shrines 3.625% 
Theological------------------------------------
Ascetical 4.06% 
Ivioral 1.44% 
Dogmatic .75% 
Scriptural .255% 
Christology 2.25% 
Liturgical 1.25% 
Redemptorists ---------------------------------
Short Stories ---------------------------------
Saints ----------------------------------------
=4-
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26.675% 
6.125% 
12.05% 
7.10% 
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Church ----------------------------------------
St. Gerard -----------------------------------
Current Comment -------------------------------
Personalities ---------------------------------
Government ------------------------------------
Family ----------------------------------------
Children ---------------------------------------
Books -----------------------------------------
Lay Apostolate --------------------------------
Sports ----------------------------------------
Canada ----------------------------------------
Sociology -------------------------------------
Education -------------------------------------
Vocations --------------------------------------
Movies ----------------------------------------
Miscellaneous -------------- -------------------
Conclusions From Content Analysis 
6 .25% 
6 .25% 
3 ·75% 
2.64% 
2.25% 
2.15% 
2.06% 
2.03J% 
1.50% 
1.30% 
1.18% 
1.09% 
1.05% 
·375% 
-375% 
3 -795% 
100.00% 
From the percentage figures just quoted it can 
clearly be seen that the Madonna has had a predominant 
Marian emphasis. The degree of this emphasis is the 
important point. Of course there is no set rule as to 
what degree of Marian content make s for an exclusively 
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Marian magazine. No one would expect to find the cont-
ent one hundred percent Marian. 
However, I think you can conclude from these 
figures that the Madonna has £21 been an exclusively 
Marian magazine . The Marian content of the two Perpetual 
Help magazines published in the United States would be 
at least double, if not tri~le, this percentage. 
This is to be expected. Only the present 
editor states that Madonna is a predominantly Marian 
magazine. The magazine founders gave it a twofold 
purpose in general i.e., Marian and Alphonsian. And it 
is in general this twofold theme that has been followed 
through the years . 
The theological content is not as great as one 
would have expected. In the early years there was little 
or no moral content. For the past ~ive years the regular 
feature " Living Your Faith" accounts for the greater part 
of the quoted percentage. 
For a ndevotional11 magazine the ascetical 
content is also lower tha~ would have been expected. 
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The spread of percentage content over twenty-
seven categories shows the weakness of the magazine, the 
lack o:f a defined purpose and policy. Many of these 
articles in minor categories were interesting, and in-
format i ve, but often did not evidently fit in with the 
expected content. 
Perhaps some of the categories could have been 
narrowed to fewer classifications, but this would have 
rendered the analysis less meaningful. There was a clear-
cut basis for each and every one of the many and varied 
categories. The final result is meaningful - to point 
out the meandering policy that has been followed . Not 
entirely a hodge-podge because of the major categories 
i.e., Marian, Theological , Redemptorists . Yet these 
categories do not constitute fifty percent of the content. 
Almost sixty per cent of the content is spread over 
seventeen categories. 
If the magazine is simply to present content 
for "general Catholic reading", then this would be quite 
P h '. d lk justified. erhaps t e un~ualnte , oo ing at the per-
centage analysis, would conclude that this magazine was 
just for that purpose, with some emphasis on Marian 
devotion. However, according to statem~nts previously 
quoted, this was not the purpose as envisioned by diff-
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erent men during the magazine's history . The reason is, 
I believe, that the purpose was never clearly defined, 
agreed upon, and followed. 
We hope that from the foregoing historical 
survey, coupled with the following survey s such a pur-
pose and policy may be defined and put forward for 
agreement and subsequently followed . 
C. Parallel Publications 
For the time being , theoretically putting forth 
this hypothetical three-fold purpose of the Madonna, it 
would b e now profitable to examine the apostolate of the 
pen as envisioned by the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer in the United States . 
The Redemptorists in the United States have 
exactly the same background , purpose, etc., as the Red-
empt orists in Canada. 
The Congregation of the Mozt Holy Redeemer in 
the United States is structurally divided into the East-
ern Province (Baltimore Province) and the Western Prov-
ince (St. Louis Province). This mainly for purposes of 
R 
organization, just as a business co~oration may be s plit 
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into eastern and western components. Each of these prov-
inces is i ndependent of the other, separately governed, 
and re :3ponsible to headquarters of the Congregation i n 
Rome. 
Each of these provinces publish magazines as 
one facet of continuing the work envisioned by St. Al ph-
onsus . Therefore these magazines, pub~ished by the 
Redemptorists in the United States, would be considered 
parallel publications, set in the same milieu as outlined 
in the first chapter of this thesis i.e., the purpose of 
the Congregation, and the special Marian devotion to the 
Mother of God under the title of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help . 
An investigation of the purpose and policy of 
these magazines, and their relative success, will further 
clarify the purpose and policy to be adopted by t h e 
Madonna magazine. 
The three parallel publications are: 
1) Perpetual Help - published by t he Redemptorist 
Fathers of the Eastern United States. It is a devotional 
magazine, Marian, and with great emphasis on pictorial 
presentation. This magazine is published in New York 
and has at present a circulation of 7,000.1 5 
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2) Perpetual Help - published by the Redemptorist 
Fathers of the Western United States. This is also a 
devotional maga zine with the accent on Marian devotional. 
It is not pictorial. The magazine is published in 
Liguori, Mo ., and has a present circulation of 175,000.16 
3 ) The Liguorian- published by the Redemptorist 
Fathers of the Western United States, it is described as 
a general interest magazine, with the accent on moral 
t eaching . Publishing centre is Liguori, Mo., and it has 
a current circulation of 33 0,000 .17 
1. Perpetual Help (Eastern ) 
The ' Eastern ' Perpetual Help magazine is pub-
lished i n New York, with business offices at 294 East 
l 50th St., and editorial offices at r•Iount Saint Al phons us, 
Esopus, New York, t he ma j or seminary of the Redemptorist 
Fathers of the North-eastern province. The editor is 
Reverend James Galvin, assisted by Reverend John V. 
McGuire, Henry Goetten and Ralph Enos. 
This magazin e is approx imately forty pages, 
7 3/4 x 5 ~ , with considerable emphasis on pictorial 
features. 
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Purpose 
The purpose of Perpetual Help, as stated on 
pag e one of each issue is: 11 A Red emptorist magazine 
devoted to making Mary's perpetual help known and apprec-
iated in everyday life." 
A survey of back issues brings the conclusion 
that the magazine confines itself fairly stringently to 
this stated purpose . The articles are predominantly 
marian, with a few scattered articles on saints, popes , 
famous persons , but usually highlighting that person's 
particular devotion to the Mother of God. 
During the years 1958 to 1961 there were six 
articles each year dealing with some moral aspect of lifa, 
often quoting the teaching of St. Alphonsus. 
A random sample of article titles will exemplify 
the content. 
11 Mary 's Divine Maternity" 
11 The Rosary and Christian Life" 
"Canon Sheehan on Christmasn 
"What Mary Means To Me" 
"Fatima and Perpetual Help' 
"Hospital Madonna" 
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'Perpetual Help and Death" 
"Immaculate Conception" 
"Hungary's Weeping Madonna" 
11 St. Paul of the Cross" 
"Our Lady and Christian Unityn 
Circulation 
The current circulation is approximately 7,000. 
Subscriptions are sought by mail advertising , and by 
pulpit preaching , especially in conjunction with the 
Perpetual Help Devotions. Subscription rate is t wo 
dollars per year. 
Conclusion 
Ordinary reaction among priests to this mag-
az i ne is that there is nothing in it. Presumably this 
is so because of its restricted ~pose and rigid align-
ment with this pur pose. 
A fleeting conclusion, albeit scientifically 
unfounded, would be that such a magazine does not fulfill 
a need in the Church today. There is no reader appeal 
to a strictly devotional Marian magazine. Scientific 
basis for this conclusion may be found in the surveys 
conducted with reference to the Madonna later in this 
thesis. 
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2. Perpetual Help (Western) 
The ' Western' Perpetual Help is published 
monthly at Liguori, Missouri. The publishing house is 
part of a large plant which publishes the monthly 
Liguorian magazine, pamphlets, Sunday bulletins, etc. 
Beginnings 
This Perpetual Help magazine began as a comb-
i nation parish bulletin and bulletin of the Confraternity 
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help in November, 1927, in the 
Redemptorist Sacred Heart Parish , Seattle, Washington. 18 
In May, 1932 , the publication site was moved to 
the major seminary of the Western province in Oconomowoc, 
Wiscons i n , where it remained until October , 1947, the 
date of its establishment at Liguori.19 
The circulation of Perpetual Help, in its early 
Seattle days was pretty well limited to the parish and a 
f ew Redemptorist friends scattered throughout the country , 
and then later to other Redemptorist parishes. 20 
When the publication site v.ras moved from 
Oconomowoc to Li guori the circulation was in t he vicinity 
of six t housand subscribers . This was due primarily to 
the lack of any concerted effort at circulation. Upon 
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establishment at Liguori, and with the ability to provide 
a bulletin for the devotions in non-Redemptorist parishes, 
the circulation boomed. Within its first year it had 
grown to more than 20,000, doubling that after three 
years, and now boasts a paid circulation of almost 
21 175 , 000. 
Purpose of the Magazine 
In its 34-year histor y , Perpetual Help has 
consi s tently kept to the original purpose of providing a 
bulletin for the Novena devotions. For this reason a 
constant feature has been the printing of letters of 
thanksgiving as an example of the intercessory power of 
the Mother of God, and also as encourag ement to attend 
the novena devotions regularly .22 
The basic purpose, practically the only purpose, 
according to the present editor, Reverend John P. 
Schaef er, has always been that of providing a bulletin 
for the devotions, or in other words, to s pread devotion 
to the Mother of God under the title of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help , and to bring people to these d~v~tions. 
Such pur poses as public relations for the 
order, the s ponsoring of vocations, League of St. Gerard, 
etc., are purel y secondary and accidental. 
- ----===--===== 
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The policy of the magazine, strictly adhered 
to, is to publish nothing which smacks of house-organ 
material for the C.Ss.R ., or vocations. The reason for 
this is that the editors and policy-makers consider the 
apostolate of spreading the devotions of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help of a wider s cope than Redemptorist parishes 
and houses. Any slanting of the magazine toward Redempt-
orists might hinder efforts to s pread the devotion in 
dioce s an parishes, by making Redemptorist Fathers un-
welcome in such parishes as self-orientated nronaeandists. 
The present editor, Father Schaefer, states: 
ti I am · quite sure that the purpose of the magazine, 
in being a bulletin of the novena devotions, 
irrill be maintained . To this extent it fills a 
definite need in the Church , urging and spread-
ing true devotion to the Mother of God . That 
need could not be fulfi lilied, we think, by mere 
inclusion in anoth2~ magazine of a few pages 
on the devotions. 11 ' 
Finances 
As to fund-raising, the sole mention of money 
in Perpetual Help is to advert ise the magazine itself, 
pictures of Our Mother of Perpetual Help and allied 
booklets and once in a while the Liguorian and Liguorian 
pamphlets . Mention of money or donating is deleted from 
any letters sent in for publication, nor is there any 
solicitation for Mass stipends or donations for the 
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missions. Again this would be considered a hindrance to 
the main work. 
Circulation 
The s pread of the Perpetual Help magazine is 
primarily achieved by parish preaching by Redemptorist 
Fathers, in both Redemptorist and diocesan parishes . 
On Sunday, at the Masses, the people are encouraged to 
subscribe to the magazine, as a source of good Catholi c 
guidance. 
Then, on the evenings that the devotions are 
held, the priest returns, if possible , not only to urge 
reception of the magazine but to further strengthen 
the devotions and to encourage the proper conducting of 
them . 
It is chiefly by means of this method that the 
circulation has progressed to its present level of 
175,000. 
Content 
To vary the content of Perpetual Help, which 
by its purpose is marian, and because sound mariology 
is the basis for devotion, there are included frequently 
dogmatic articles as well as ascetical ones and experience 
--========================~====== 
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articles. Even the letters of thanksgiving carry their 
own doctrinal as well as devotional message. 
Again, a random sample of article titles will 
help to clarify the content: 
"Perpetual Help in Russia' 
11 To Heaven Thru Nary" 
" A Mother's Compassion" 
11 Mary and the M_assn 
1 God Speaks in Prayer11 
11 The Mother of My Lordn 
11 'l'he Mi grants and Mary11 
ttMary Beneath the Cross" 
" Ideal of All vvomen" 
"Holiness From the Heart" 
Now , there seems to be some contradiction. 
The 11 easternn Perpetual Help is not successful, with a 
dwindling circulation, yet the "westernt Perpetual Help 
has a booming circulation. A full explanation of this 
anomaly is not possible and is bound to remain somewhat 
unsolved. wnat is the explanation? 
To be unbiased one should draw a parallel but 
opposite conclusion as from the 11 eastern" Perpetual Help . 
There is a need for a devotional Marian magazine in the II 
II 
------=-========fF=" = 
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Church today. 
I' 
-· 
At least partially there can be explanations 
given as to why the n\vestern11 publication succeeds while 
the "eastern' publication fumbles. 
The nwestern11 Perpetual Help is given more 
emphasis i n the Redemptorist apostolate by Superiors 
i.e. financiall and with more man-power. 
The magazine is pushed as an appendix b its 
bi g brother, the Liguorian. This is closely linked with 
the first reason given above. The magazine is part of one 
big production centre at Liguori, Missouri, with far-
reaching circulation antennae, advertising outlets, and 
all the rest of the machinery that grinds behind a widely-
circulated publication. 
This magazine does not emphasize the devotional 
aspect as totally as the 11 eastern' Perpetual HelE_, but 
relates the devotion more towards ascetics, daily living , 
and with a firmer doctrinal Christ-centred foundation. 
This magazine is more informative and simpl y 
contains more, whereas the "easternn Perpetual Help is 
largely pictorial and can be thoroughly perused in a 
very few moments . 
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3 . The Liguorian 
The Liguorian is the largest of the three 
publications. It derives its peculiar name from the 
founder of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, 
St. Al· honsus Liguori. This magazine is published at 
Liguori, J.Vlissouri, about thirty-five miles south-west 
of St. Louis. 
Beginnings 
The Liguorian began publication in 191} at 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, the site of the major seminary 
of the Redemptorist Fathers for the Western United 
States. Naturally it began on a very small scale, but 
expanded slowly and gradually . By 1947 it had reached 
a circulation of 40,000. 24 
Purpose of the Liguorian 
l) To solve the personal moral and s piritual 
problems of the people. This includes the moral and 
s piritual problems that touch courtship, r~arriage, teen-
age, shut-ins (incurably sick), the pri fessions (medicine, 
law, etc.), business relationships, non-Catholics, fallen-
aways, etc. 
2) To drive home to the people the reality of 
the eternal truths and the necessity of applying them in 
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their daily lives - death, judgment, heaven, hell. 
3 ) To impress upon the people the necessity 
of having active participation with regard to their 
social obligations. This is done by articles and stories 
applying in a concrete manner the social encyclicals to 
the timely topics of labor, justice, charity, education, 
race problems, etc. 
4) To show the people how worth-while is 
sanctity. This means the presentation in clear terms 
of a practical asceticism for people in the world.25 
Results of Following This Purpose 
11 Readers appreciate the straightforward and 
honest approach made to all problems concerning them. 
A constant flow of correspondence from readers proves 
how hungry lay people are for Catholic doctrine; it 
demonstrates how such reading matter helps to inform 
them, inspire them, and aid them in being intelligent 
and active members of the lVIystical Body. n 26 
Countless numbers of priests have been lavish 
in their praise of the Liguorian because it helps them 
fulfill their obligations of educating adults. They are 
happy because it treats topics that cannot be handled 
from the pulpit due to the limitation of time and the 
- --- --=------- -- ----===--==========i*==== 
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personal nature of the topics. They are happy because 
so manv delicate topics are handled so frankly and yet 
so respectfully. 
Editorial Policy to Safeguard This Purpose 
To safeguard the ideals of the apostolate as 
carri ed on by the Redemptorist Fathers, nothing smacking 
of self-interest for the Redemptorists has ever been 
allowed in the pages of the Liguorian. The editors have 
b een st eadfast in maintaining that the apostolate must 
b e kept free of any motive of profit or personal gain . 27 
To demonstrate this the following points of 
policy can be noted: 
l) Th e Liguorian accepts no paid advertisement whatsoever. 
2) The maga zine never asks f i nancial support for any 
caus e , Redemptoristic or otherwise. (Each diocese 
usually has methods of bringing such causes as 
s eminaries, f oreign missions, etc., to the attention 
of the people.) 
3 ) Consequently , names of Liguorian subscribers a re 
never us ed for solicitation by mail - nor are they 
1 
ever rent ed or given to others for any purpose. This 
a pplies t o " expiredn as well as to " active" subscribers . 
4) The Liguorian employs, wherever possible, Union 
- 64 -
employees; in lieu of existing unions , pays union 
scales. 
5) The subscription price of two dollars a year for 768 
28 pages a year does not contain one cent of profit. · 
The newly-appointed present editor of the 
Liguorian states in a letter: 
1 I believe that every magazine must have a 
clearly defined and unified purpose, if it 
is to have a distinctive character in the 
minds of its readers. This is not always 
possible of achievement, but I believe it 
represents an ideal toward which one must 
strive. In the Liguorian, of course, the 
emphasis is always on popular treatment of 
moral problems as they affec~9people in the ordinary walks of life . " 
Circulation 
In 1947 when the publication site ~ovas changed from 
Wisconsin to Missouri the circulation of the Liguorian 
stood at 40,000 . The growth since that move has been 
steady , averaging out to almost 25,000 a year. Presently 
the circulation figure stands at 330,000. 
Father Miller, the editor, states 11 vd thout 
question, pulpit preaching has accounted for the bulk of 
this growth; we have three men contacting pastors and 
arranging speaking dates. Then all of us fulfill these 
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eng a g ements, so that on a given Sunday the Liguorian 
will be preached in some eight or ten parishes.'39 
Chief means of increasing readership has been 
cooperation with bishops and pastors by having Redempt-
orists introduce the Liguorian to the people from the 
pulpit on Sunday morning s. 
Toe circulation success, according to an ad-
vertising brochure31sent out to pastors , is stated thus: 
A) Bishops and pastors recognize the Liguorian as being 
the only magazine of its kind in the world. 
B ) The pastor makes arrang ements for a Redemptorist to 
s p eak in his church on the Sunday that the pastor selects. 
The Redemptorist is g lad to help with confessions, Holy 
Communi on, etc., during his stay. No stipend is asked. 
C) In his talk the Redemptorist incorporates the motives 
for r eading Catholic literature, explains the Liguorian 
policy , and tells how p eople can subscribe. 
D) Pastors like this method because: 
1 ) All arrangements are made to their own satis-
faction. 
2) They hear the a pproach made to the people. By 
this method the pastor knows there has been no " high 
pressure' or other abuses - such as is always possible 
from door-to-door ag ents. 
=-=- =-=============ii==== 
- 66 -
3) Lists of subscribers are sent to the pastor for 
his inspection (and are often used by him to check ag-
ainst his parish records in search of unregistered 
Catholics in his parish). 
Again the words of Father Jvliller: 
11 I believe one reason for our favorable reception 
by pastors is the fact that we have kept the 
Liguorian free from any appeals for support of 
our missions or any other charitable cause. We 
do not belittle such appeals; obviously a rel-
i gious community must make them to obtain sup-
port. But in this country, at least, mission 
appeals by the various group s are becoming more 
and more centralized under the Diocesan Society 
fo r the Propagation of the Faith. It is un-
f ortunate that many Catholics subscribe to 
Catholic magazines as a means simply of support-
ing the missions; from the start they have littlz 
intention of reading the magazine in question. '3 
Content 
Besides an attractive format, and readable 
style, the titles of articles are most often attention-
getters. A random sample of ti tle s ·. ·JWill bear this out: 
" Should Children Be Allowed To Choose 
Their Religion?tr 
"Moral Code for Motorists' 
nThe Doctor and the Patientn 
ncheating in School 11 
" The Power to Loven 
" The Social Side of Education" 
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" Is Christianity a Sad Religion?" 
iV 
11 The Morality of Hyplotism11 
"Why lVIarriage Is For Life tt 
'Are You Too Strict With Ybur Children?" 
nin Praise of Protestants" 
llProgram For Divorced Catholicsn 
"How To Say No to Boyfriendsn 
11 l\1an From Monkeyn 
' Is Or ganic Transplantation Allowed" 
Other Operations of the Liguorian 
Besides the publication of the Liguorian and 
Perpetual Help at Liguori, ~lissouri there are other 
separate but integrated departments. 
In conjunction with Perpetual Help a Director's 
Bulletin is sent out each month (free) to priest-direct-
ors of the novena services of devotion to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help in the western United States. There are 
1300 parishes with the Perpetyal Help devotions west of 
the Allegheny Mountains )3 This bulletin gives continued 
guidance especially in sermon matter, in the proper 
carrying out of the devotion services. 
Pamphlets, many of reprints of Liguori articles, 
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are a so distributed from Liguori. Over five million 
pamph ets are sent out each year, to all parts of the 
United States and Canada. 34 
A Sunday Bulletin is made available to all 
parishes. This is a one-page folder with the center 
blank for printing of parish announcements . On the out-
side there is printed some lesson in Catholic doctrine, 
Catholic customs and practices, parish life, marriage , 
parents and children, etc. These have proved immensely 
popular. More than 1, 600 ,000 are sent out each week.35 
In 1958 the Western Province began a new pub-
lication called "Redemptorist Missions. " It began as 
a quarterly and in 1962 it will appear six times a y ear, 
" in the interests of the foreign missions of the Catholic 
Church , particularly those conducted by the Redemptorists. " 
This is a 30 page , 5~nx 7~", two-colour mag-
az i ne publicizing Redemptorist missions and soliciting 
funds f or their support. Subscription rate is one 
dollar per year. 
It is interesting to note here that the thre e-
fo ld purpose of Madonna hypot hetically extend ed earlier 
in the thesis is covered by three s eparate magazines 
publi shed a t Liguori. i.e., 
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1 Perpetual Help - devotion to the Mother of God. 
2) Liguorian - preach the word of God ••• with an 
emphasis on the manifold moral 
issues of the day. 
3 ) Redemptorist Missions- public relations or gan 
of the C.Ss.R. (and fund-raising ). 
Summary 
The three publications parallel to the intended 
aim of a Canadian Redemptorist magazine have a very def-
inite purpose . The two magazines published in Missouri 
have met with undisputed success. 
The 'eastern' Perpetual Help has a unified, 
singular purpose, which is devotional. 
The ' western ' Perpetual Help also has a 
unified, singular purpose, which is devotional. 
The Liguorian has a unified, singular pur pose 
which is moral teaching. 
None of these three publications include in 
their pur pose any aspe ct of public relations for the 
C.Ss.R. - that is now covered by the recently founded 
publication Redemptorist Mis sions mentioned above. 
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In fact, the t wo Missouri magazi ne s definitely exclude 
any such purpose, and studiously avoid anything that 
smacks of C.Ss.R. publicity . And it is to this aspect 
that editors ascribe much of their popularity . 
Some Conclusions at this Point 
1} Any direct, explicit use of the Madonna for C.Ss.R. 
publicity should be absolutely avoided. There is bound 
to b e implicit use, because the particular devotion to 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help is uniquely linked to the 
Redemptorist apostolate. In Canada, the Procurator for 
t he Japanese Missions publishes a quarterly booklet or 
leaflet (usually ab out 8 pages) similar to the Redemptorist 
Missions published at Liguori . This could fulfill the 
public relations function for the C.Ss.R. in Canada. 
2} The pur pose of the Madonna can still be twofold and 
unified,devotional and moral (or doctrinal). Devotion 
is not true devotion unless it is deepl y linked with 
daily living , and that is the nucleus of morality, every 
aspect of our daily living . 
By including this twofold purpose it will aid 
in assuring a truer devotional aontent. 
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Although the present editor of Perpetual Help 
(Missouri}, Father Schaefer, states (p. 57) that there 
exists a definite ne ed for such a "bulletin of the 
novena devotions, " because of audience limitation in 
Canada, and because there is a widespread opinion t hat 
"many Catholics subscribe to Catholic magazines as a means 
simpl y of supporting the missions," vfith little or no 
interest in the content, I do not believe that Madonna 
should restrict its policy to this sole purpose. I 
would not be convinced that it would be playing a vital 
role in Canadian Catholic journalism. Further light 
will be given here by the opinions expressed in the 
Madonna survey. 
Moreover, Father Miller states (p. 63) that it 
is clearly evident "how hungr y lay people are for 
Catholic doctrine. 11 Here is a vital need in Canadian 
Catholic journalism. 
The two aspects (devotion to Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help and Catholic moral doctrine) should, in 
reality, be one. The purpose of marian devotion is an 
exemplar of Christian living. Mary was a creature, a 
simple Jew·ish girl, who lived the Christian life in its 
perfection. And Catholic devotion to her is that we may 
imitate her example. 
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Hence marian devotion and present-day Catholic 
living should be more closely related as exemplar and 
aim. 
I therefore submit the following statement as 
an expression of purpose of the Madonna magazine: 
To s pread devotion to the Mother of God, under 
the title of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, 
with its relevant application to Christian 
living , especially in the spirit of St. 
Alphonsus Liguori, with an emphasis on the 
manifold moral issues of the day . 
A further delineation of this purpose will be 
made as influenced by the Madonna surveys. 
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CHAPTER IV 
Readership Survey 
On a following page is shown a sample of the 
questionaire sent to a cross7section of Madonna subsc-
ribers, a random sample of JOO taken from the total of 
the cir culation of 20,000. 
Since the subscribars are proportionately 
s pread throughout Canada according to population centres, 
it was decided that an over-all random sample would be 
as accurate as one split into geographical areas. Either 
one would have amounted to the same thing. 
The questionaire was sent by mail on February 
27, 1962, based on the March issue of the Madonna, which 
had beenciailed three days previously. 
At the date of tabulation, April 1, 78 responses, 
or 26% of the total number, had been received. 
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A. The Questionaire 
In order to solicit as favourable a response 
as possible the questionaire was printed rather than 
mimeographed. An effort was made to make the questionaire 
as simple and clear as possible, but at the same time to 
elicit as much informational data as possible. 
The letter on the f ront page of the questionaire 
was constructed so as to have as personal approach as 
possible, to emphasize the importance of answering the 
questionaire, and most of all to try to elicit an honest 
response. 
This is a built-in hazard in the realm of 
religion, in the realm of priest-laity relationship, i.e. 
to get an honest answer. Hence the words 'candid', 
'blunt.' The laity, especially the pious laity, I 
believe, tend to answer what they think they should be 
thinking rather than what they are really thinking. 
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MADONNA 
426 ST. GERMAIN AVENUE 
TORONTO 12 - ONT ARlO 
Dear Madonna Reader: 
Will you help us to make Madonna a better magazine? 
Following is a questionnaire which strives to help us do just 
that. Your candid response is all we want. 
' ' ' 
Please take a few minutes from your busy schedule to fill 
out this questionnaire and return it to us. Recently you re-
ceived your March issue of the Madonna. This questionnaire 
is based on this March issue. 
We ask you to be candid and blunt. We want to know 
exactly what you think of the Madonna. There are no 1·ight 
or wrong answers. Your response will be strictly confidential 
in fact, you need not sign your name. 
We value your opinion highly. So please don't just set this 
aside with a shrug - it is very important to us here at Ma-
donna. We are not sending this request to all Madonna readers, 
but simply to a cross-section, which makes your obliging re-
sponse all the more important to us. 
' -
A stamped, addressed envelope is enclosed for your con-
venience. Give us ten minutes of your time. May God bless 
you and His Mother Mary guide you. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Rev.) PAUL J. VALE, C.Ss.R. 
The first question was structured to be an easy 
entrance into the questionaire - simple, clear and easy 
to answer. 
The second question was rather more difficult, 
but was so structured so as to acquaint the reader with 
the regular features of the magazine, to sort of jar the 
memory and start them thinking along the lines of the 
content of the magazine. I feared that the numbering 
would be too difficult for some, yet thought that a paus e 
to figure it out would help the titles and hence the con-
tent to sink deeper into the mind. Ninety per cent of 
the responses answered the question completely, numbering 
the titles from one to eight. 
This question was structured to jog the memory 
of the reader with the authors' names, and at the same 
time to be a cross-check with the preceding responses. 
If the reader said that "Marian Vignetten was third in 
preference , yet in question three stated that he never 
read Clayton Kramer , then something was wrong. But in 
the final analysis a contradiction only appeared three 
times. 
Question four was to elicit general opinions 
which could later be categorized; hence the open end 
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style. Since the first three questions were already 
stylized for the responsee I thought it would be time 
to let him go on his own and express an opinion. The 
same for question number five. 
Question six was merely an introduction to 
the following question, to sort of lead the reader into 
it gradually , to prepare him for some thought and free 
expression of idea. 
Question eight returns to the tight style of 
response, and referred to s pecific areas that the reader 
might have. This is closely aligned with the purpose of 
the magazine, but a straight-forward question to t h e read-
er such as - ' what do you think the purpose of the 
Madonna is, or should be', would probably confuse the 
reader to no end. This question was to get at this 
answer, but in this restricted form. Canadian politics 
and Catholic education were two areas inserted so as to 
broad en the field with more or less non-devotional, non-
theological topics. 
The ninth question was so structured as to try 
to determine the truth of the statement that most Catholics 
merely subscribe to pious magazines as a way of offering 
alms and to support the missions, without ever any int-
ention of reading the content. 
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The tenth question was aimed at gathering an 
over-all consensus of the calibre of the Madonna in 
th~eyes of the Catholic reading public. 
The eleventh question was to determine the 
status of the average Madonna reader. 
The la~t question was to elicit any other 
remarks the reader might care to put forth which had 
not already been elicited by the other questions. 
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B. The Tabulation 
Question l In g eneral, how much of the 
Madonna do you g enerally read? 
Respons e 
All ------------------- 44.28% 
3/4 
1 
2 
1 
'+ 
T------------------
None ------------------
25. 88% 
16 .24% 
8 .45% 
5.15% 
------ - ==========~====================~======== 
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.Q11estion 2 \lfuat is your preference for the 
following items in the Madonna? 
(Put a number one in the square 
for the one you like best, two 
for your second choice, etc.) 
Jlesponse 
In tabulation eight points were 
given for first choice, seven 
for second choice, six for third 
choice, etc. 
Living Your Faith ------- 489 
Editorial --------------- 430 
Letters of Thanksgiving - 387 
League of St. Gerard ---- 386 
Marian Vignette --------- 353 
Queen of Hearts --------- 340 
Book Reviews ------------ 206 
Mi nor League ------------ 161 
- 84 -
lj 
Question 3 Check your preference for the 
following writers: 
Response Always Sometimes 
Read Read 
Jane O' Quin 32. 50% 40.04% 
Patricia Walsh 49.98% 31 .02% 
Florence Wedge 51 . 01% 30.23% 
Clayton Kramer 60.25% 31.97% 
Anne Tansey 59 . 33% 25.07% 
Alphonsus Thomas 66.79% 26.10% 
- 85 -
ever 
Read 
23 .75% 
15.66% 
14.22% 
7.50% 
13 .44% 
4.99% 
r 
Question 4 In general, the things I like 
ab out the Madonna are: 
Resnonse 
Informative ----------
Easily Understood ----
Interesting ----------
Letters of Readers ---
Articles on Mary -----
Brevity of articles --
Cover (& format ) -----
Articles on every-day 
life ---------------
Everyt hing -----------
Stories of Saints ----
5% or less- St. Gerard, 
26.97% 
25.42% 
21.46~ 
19.79% 
16 .51% 
15.55% 
14.61% 
10.66% 
10.01% 
8.14% 
Stories of Redemptorists, 
Editorials 
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Qyestion 5 By the same token, the things 
ll.esponse 
I don't like about the Madonna are: 
No opinion stated ------- 51.11% 
Nothing (like it • all)- 15.65% 
Too small --------------- 6 .79% 
Not enough teaching 
on our faith 6- 34% 
Less than 5% - too cheap a price, 
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Letters of Thanksgiving , 
not enough practical 
guidance, 
not enough about our 
own country. 
= 
Question 6 At this time, are there any part-
icular changes you would like to 
s ee made in the Madonna? 
Response 
No ------------------
No opinion ----------
Yes -----------------
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42.57% 
2£3.75% 
28 . 68% 
I' 
Question 7 If you say ' yes' to the last 
question, what chang es would 
you like to s ee made? 
Response 
More Family life guidance 
----- 16 .41% 
More expl anation of our faith 
- 16 . 39% 
More stories on Saints 
-------- 10.09% 
Bi gger magazine 
---------------
5.99% 
Less than 5% - more fiction stories ; 
l onger articles; 
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something for young people; 
comics and cartoons. 
I 
I 
Question 8 Would you prefer to have Madonna 
carry more articles, or put more 
emphasis on any of the following : 
Re s nonse 
Truths of Catholic Faith --- 61.97% 
Family Living -------------- 43.09% 
Current Moral issues of 
everyday living --------- 42.2 8% 
Devotion to Mary ----------- 31.01% 
Liturgy - Mass and 
Sacraments -------------- 19.15% 
Catholic Education --------- 18 . 66% 
Canadian Politics ---------- 14.96% 
Current Events ------------- 14.81% 
The Redemptorists ---------- 12.04% 
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Question 9 Candidly, why do you subscribe 
to the Madonna ? 
Response 
To increase your devotion to Mary - 62 . 51% 
To learn more of your faith ------- 61.16% 
As a charitable donation---------- 32 .52% 
For guidance---------------------- 27.67% 
Other reasons--------------------- 27.22% 
a) Reason not listed -- 11.11% 
b ) Given as a gift 8 .01% 
c ) In thanksgiving 8 .10% 
- : 
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Question 10 How would you rate the Madonna 
among the Catholic magazines 
with which you are familar? 
f!:esponse 
Excellent ---------- 62.15% 
Good --------------- 29.64% 
Fair ---------------
Bad ----------------
Very Poor ----------
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8 .21% 
Question ll 
Response 
In order that we may have some 
background information about 
this cross-section of Madonna 
readers, will you tell us --
a) 
b) 
c ) 
d) 
Sex 
State 
Your age years . 
Male Female 
Married Single 
Your education (last grade or 
class completed in school) 
Men --------------- 12 . 35% 
Women ------------- 87 . 65% 
Married ----------- 62.22% 
Single - ----------- 32 .78% 
Averag e total ----- 51. 32 
Avdrage Men ------- 51.7 
Averag e Women ----- 51.3 
Education 
Colleg e Education -
Remainder- average grade 8 . 83 
Total average- Grade nine. 
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The remarks contained in the last question - 'any more 
remark3' - vvere very meagre. Wherever possible the 
remarks were included in the tabulation of the responses 
t o the individual questions. Any other remark s of sign-
ificance will be discussed in the conclusions to be 
drawn from these responses. 
C. Con clusions Drawn From Readers' Survez 
As has been stated, the response to the 300 
questionnaires mailed to the readers was 26%. This 
would be considered average, or slightly better, 
response to a mail questionnaire. This indicated that 
s ubs cribers to a religious mag azine do not feel any 
g re ater obligation or incentive to answer such a quest-
ionnaire than do subscribers to a periodical of the 
secular press. 
A bare, minimal answer was contained in each 
questionnaire returned. The open-end questions, i.e. 
numbers 4, 5 , and 7, were answered in a word or phrase 
in 95% of the responses. Thi s would indicate a lack of 
strong or firm opinion, or lack of depth of thought 
g iven to the response. 
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In this respect, the over-all tone of these 
responses differed from the Redemptorist survey , where 
response s were fuller, lengthier and in more depth. 
This, of course, would in great part be explained by 
the different levels of education of the responsees, 
but I think it also shows a varying degree of interest 
in the questionnaire. 
The majority opinion of the readers showed 
great approbation of the Madonna in its present state. 
Agai n, in this respect, it is quite different from the 
Redemptorist survey. Yet many also showed a wider interest 
in the topics listed for further emphasis. 
Question 1.-'I'his is a very high reading per-
centage. One reason, besides liking the magazine, is 
probably that a complete reading of the whol e magazine 
would take approx imately one hour. However, it cannot 
be denied that this high readership indicated the high 
a pprobation as indicated in subsequent responses. 
Question 2.- Excluding the last two titles 
there was not a great spread of preference for the first 
six titles. 
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The two that showed the greatest preference, 
i.e., "Living Your Faith,''1 and nEditorialn varied only 
by a minimal margin. The accent on these two categories 
was ex) licitly brought out in individual responses and 
remarks in later questions. A preference for'current 
moral issues of every-day living ' is synonomous with the 
content of the regular feature, 11 Living Your Faith. " 
This is written by Rev. Alphonsus Thomas, C.Ss.R., 
professor of moral theology at Holy Redeemer College, 
Windsor, Ontario. The editorial contains items of current 
interest, comments on devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help and on pilgrimages. It is, in general, informative 
and interesting reading. 
The letters of thanksgiving were listed as the 
fourth preferential category in question four and that 
preference is corroborated here. The League of St. 
Gerard also includes, as a general rule, letters from 
readers, and hence this cross-check of responses is 
validly corroborated. 
11 Iviarian Vignette, ' and 'Queen of Hearts' comes 
in close succession of preference shown by the reader. 
These two articles are exclusively of Marian content and 
again reflects the identical responses to question 4 i n 
a liking for articles on Mary . 
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Book Reviews dropped in preference by the 
reader~'· This is indicative of the level of education 
of the average reader. Of course, a feature of this type 
would not stand out in the reader~s mind, but at the same 
time may be used as a reference or index of opinion to be 
referrt3d to at a later date when contemplating the pur-
chase of a book. 
The JVIinor League was understandably low in 
the preferences. This is explicitly aimed at a child 
audience. Those that placed this feature high in their 
preference indicated that their children liked it, or 
that they were school-teachers and used the feature in the 
duties of profession. This is not a fair indication of 
how wi dely the column is read, since only the adults 
answered the questionnaire. 
Question J .- This is a fairly accurate reflection 
of the answers given in the previous questions. It 
approximately aligns with the percentage of matter read, 
and is constant between author and feature listed. Jane II 
O'Quin and her nNinor League' rank lowest in reading; 
Alphonsus Thomas and his "Living Your Faithr rank highest. 
One divergence is the different preference 
shown for 11 Marian Vignette tt and for its author Clayton 
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Kramer. There can be more than one indication for this. 
First , Father Kr amer writes other articles besides 
n ~,iarian Vi gnette 11 and in each issue he writes the book 
reviews (although t he reader may not be aware of this 
since only his initials, C.K., are appended to each 
review). The second explanation may be that in the 
magaz i ne , but not here in the questionnaire (purposely), 
this author is given his full title, i.e., Rev. C. 
Kramer, C. Ss .R. Many of the responsees may have felt 
that a vote of pref erence is owed to the clergy. Father 
Thomas and Father Kramer are the only two that are clerics 
among this list of authors. This is obvious in one way -
the other four names are those of women . 
Question 4.- This question is closely aligned 
with the second question as previously noted in the ex-
planation of the structure of the questionnaire and in 
some conclu sions already drawn from the response to that 
question. 
However, the answers given predominance in t he 
response to this question did not treat of particular 
articles or features, or authors, but rather were of a 
category of general approbation. 
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The first category , i.e., the one with the 
highest percentage vote - informative, is further cor-
roborated in preceeding and subsequent responses . The 
reader in previous questions has showed a preference for 
current moral issues and for comment on current issues. 
This would be synonomous with this category . Also later, 
of almost first ranking position the reader gives as a 
reason for subscribing to the magazine "to learn more 
of your faith" . In other words, one of the basic reasons 
for getting the Madonna is to learn. Therefore one of 
the basic pur poses of the magazine should be to teach, 
to instruct the reader in the truths of the faith, to 
give guidance in the moral issues of every- day living . 
The second category shows that the averag e 
reader of Madonna appreciates t he fact that the level of 
reading is not complicated nor aimed at too learned an 
audience. This should be kept in mind when reviewing 
the answers to the Redemptorist questionnaire, and should 
be constantly remembered i n writing articles for the 
averag e reader. 
There is no contradiction, I believe, in the 
fact that such items as St. Gerard and Editorials were 
not frequently included in this response, while great 
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preference was shown for them i n earlier questions. The 
reader , for the most part i n this question, was think-
ing in more general terms and would probably consider 
that approbation had already been given to these items 
in res ponse to previous questions. 
Question 5.- Over 65% imperatively showed their 
a pprobation of the magazine. This is consonant with 
previous responses. However I cannot help feel that a 
candid respons e was actually elicited by this question. 
Or it may be that the average reader is not capable of 
much criticism except as voiced in preferences, as s hown 
in other question responses. 
Question 6.- Again a high approbation. Yet a 
significant percentage voicing a desire for some change. 
This could be considered a positive criticism which was 
lacking in a negative way in the responses to Question 5 . 
Question 7.- The response to this question is 
extremely evident and consonant with the over-all opinion 
expressed - the desire for guidance, explanation, 
information. 
It is somewhat suprising that family life here 
comes on the horizon. There has been no explicit mention 
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of this topic as yet in the questions, and it has not 
come up in responses to previous questions . Perhaps the 
mention of the family as a topic in the following question 
urged :3ome responsees to back-track and include this in 
their answer to this question . Or perhaps it ties in with 
the desire expressed for imformation on the faith , and the 
fact br ought out later in the questionnaire that the maj-
ority of responsees are married women. But probably the 
basic f act is that preference has been indicated to the 
content of the League of St. Gerard, which is closely 
allied with the family. 
Question 8 .- The first four categories stand 
out mo s t clearly . This indicates the need that the 
Madonna can fulfill . People are hungry for solid truth 
and seek clear guidance in living , especially in the 
realm of the family, and as exemplified by Mary . I think 
these four categories are the crux of this questionnaire, 
and even of this whole thesis. If the Madonna is to ful-
fill a need in the Church today , and concurrently fulfill 
what t he average reader is looking for, then we need look 
no further than these four categories . 
- 100 -
Question 9. - Many respnnsees indicated more 
t han one reason fo r subscribing to the Madonna. 
There is some divergence here i n that Marian 
devotion prompted the majority, while t h e ma jority did 
((J 
not i ndicate this realm as their predom~nt interest i n 
t he magazine. 
This can be explained in the difference between 
the efficient cause and t h e final a nd fo rmal cause. Al-
though many subscribe initially because they were prompt-
ed by devotion to Mary , the reason they read the magazine 
is to learn something . Initial prompting may have come 
from t h e reader's association with the devotions to Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help . In actual fact I don't think 
there is any divergence here , but rather that devotion 
to Mary is s ynonomous with learning more of your faith 
and with living that faith in an exemplary manner. In 
other words, one is in the realm of theory or s piritual 
while the other is i n t he realm of the practical , each 
interdependent. 
It is still open to question whether many sub-
scribe to such a magazine merely as a donation with no 
intention of reading the magazine. But I think t hat some 
indication is given by the 32 . 52% who explicitly stated 
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that they subscribe to the Madonna as a charitable don-
ation. In other words they were not entirely prompted 
by a desire to read, but to great degree motivated by a 
s pirit of charity . 
Question 10.- No further comment is necessary . 
Question 11.- The average reader of the Madonna 
could b e described as a "fifty-one-year old woman who is 
two-thirds married, and has a grade nine education. " 
The predominance of women readers was expe cted 
but not to such a signif icant degree. However, the fact 
that t wo thirds of the women are married would indicate 
that t he "better halfu would likel y also be a reader of 
the magazine although not a responsee to the questionnaire. 
General Conclusion to Readership Survey 
The subscribers to the Madonna are lavish i n 
their praise of the magazine, most reluctant in their 
criticism. 
The most significant conclusion of the survey 
is indicated in the prefe rences shown for content already 
i nclud ed i n t he magazine, and i n t h e preferences shown 
for s pecial areas of interest. This is highlighted in 
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the response to question eight. It is the one main 
conclus ion relevant to the purpose of the magazine 
that I would like to highlight at this point. The 
f o r areas of interest are: 
Truths of Catholic Faith 
Family Living 
Current Moral Issues 
Devotion to I'1ary . 
'I I, 
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CHAPTER V 
Survey of the C.Ss.R. 
On a following page is shown a sample of the 
questionnaire sent to all the priests and brothers of 
the Congregation in Canada . Total number of questionnaires 
mailed was 290. This questionnaire was ~ ~led on the 
same date as the readership survey questionnaire i.e. 
February 27. 
A. The Questionnaire 
Again, this questionnaire was printed rather 
than mimeographed in an effort to elicit as great a 
response as possible. 
Since the recipients of this questionnaire 
would be generally of a high education it was not a basic 
aim to structure the questionnaire on too simple a bas±s. 
Of course simplicity and clarity were still striven for. 
The letter on the front page does not emphasize 
to such a degree a plea for candidness and bluntness. 
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I' 
The aut hor is well aware that candied opinions are rare 
among confreres, but rather there is a tendency to be 
hyper-critical. 
There was a conscious effort to frame the 
wording to create interest. The confreres have exhibited 
indifference over the years - this was borne out by the 
number who confessed that they merely glanced through 
the magazine, or who said that they read none of it. 
I mentioned my studies to show them that some-
one was being trained and that there was hope, so now 
the time to s peak up, something will be done about it. 
The results were encouraging. To date of 
tabulation, April 5, 148 responses were received, or 
'i 51% of the total. 
i 
II 
' 
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MADONNA 
426 ST. GERMAIN AVENUE 
TORONTO 12 - ONT ARlO 
Dear Confrere: 
Are you interested enough in the Madonna to fill out the 
following questionnaire and return it to me? 
Please don't just say NO - and then throw it in the 
basket. I really want your opinion, whether it be constructive, 
instructive or ... whatever it may be. 
As you probably know, I am presently studying journalism 
at Boston University as a preparation for Madonna work. As 
a thesis I am attempting a case-study analysis of the MJB.-
donna. Your opinion will be a great help. · 
So please give me ten minutes of your time. A stamped., 
addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 
I want your candid opinion. 
Fraternally yours in J.M.J.A., 
(Rev.) PAUL J. VALE, C.Ss.R. 
In general , the structure of this questionnaire 
was the same, with a few minor changes, one major change , 
and one omission. 
In Quest i on One the categories were changed 
slightly . It was anticipated that the readership would 
be lower and hence the lower categories were spread out 
to include nglance throughtr as well as nnone'r . 
Then right away, anticipat ing eager and ready 
opinions, the open end questions were inserted. The need 
for a slow introduction was not anticipated; but rather 
it was thought better to delay the naming of topics and 
authors with which this type of reader may not be too 
famil iar, yet on which he would have a strong opinion. 
Question Eight , a major addition, was struct-
ured to put before the priest some statements which would 
g ive him some idea of the defined purpose as seen by some, 
and then be able to compare t hese to his ideas of what he 
think s the purpose of the Madonna should be. There was 
a mistake in the printing in this question, but most in-
dicated clearly exactly what item they were in favour of. 
The Question dealing with s pecific topics for 
greater emphasis was shortened somewhat in this quest-
ionnaire, anticipating lesser interest in those topics 
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•' 
that were omitted . 
There was felt no need to gather 'background 
material' on the confreres ••• all male and single. 
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B. 'l'he Tabulation 
Question l 
Response 
Ordinarily , to what extent do you 
read the Madonna? 
All -------------------
3/4 -------------------
1 
2 ---------------------
1 
~ ---------------------
Glance through --------
None ------------------
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7.2% 
3.6% 
7.3% 
15.7% 
48.6% 
17.6% 
Q}.wstion 2 
Response 
:I 
In general, the things I like 
about the Madonna are: 
No opinion expressed ---- 30 .7% 
Cover------------------- 17.9% 
Doctri nal content------- 13.00% 
Marian orientated ------- 12.14% 
Editorials --------------
Price -------------------
Size --------------------
League of St. Gerard----
News of confreres -------
7.86% 
7. 83% 
7.1% 
4- 3% 
4.29% 
Less than 3%-- pilgrimage notes; 
simplicity of style; 
informative content; 
Redemptorist writers; 
title; length of articles. 
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I 
II 
I 
'I 
.9J1estion 3 By the same token, the things I 
don't like about the Madonna are: 
Response 
Pietistic (lack of confrontation with present-
day issues, no substance, lack of theological 
depth, not practical, no solid punch, gushy, 
feminine, incongruous bouquet; spiritual nose-
gays, shallow, irmnature ) 
------------------ 51.43% 
No opinion expressed---------------- 33 .60% 
Format ------------------------------ 26.43% 
Female writers---------------------- 17.10% 
Lack of purpose --------------------- 16.43% 
Over-emphasized Marianism -----------
Sameness of Content ----------- ------
Cover -------------------------------
Shrines & Pilgrimages overdone ------
Lack of Pictures (or poorly reproduced 
Title -------------------------------
10. 70~& 
,--
10.00% 
8 .57% 
7.9% 
7-14% 
Less than 3% - articles too short; too much about 
Red emptorists; poor calibre of 
of sharp news items; 
- lll -
Question 4 Which one of these items i n t he Madon a 
do you like t he best? ( Jumber your graded 
preference from one to ei ght.) Tabulat-
ion was made on the same point system 
Response 
as t he readers ' questionnaire. 
To opi nion expressed---- 33 . 6% 
Living Your Faith ------- 451 
Letters of Thanksgiving - 303 
Editorial --------------- 270 
League of St. Gerard ---- 237 
Book Reviews ------------ 201 
Queen of Hearts --------- 187 
Marian Vignettes -------- 176 
Mi nor League ------------ 69 
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Question 5 Che ck your preferences for the 
following writers: 
Response Always Sometimes Never 
Read Read Read 
Jane O' Qui n 4. 69% 39 -59% 55.72% 
Patricia Walsh 7-14% 40.10% 52.76% 
Florence Wedge 7 . 86% 36 .43% 55.71% 
Clayton Kramer 15 .72% 56.43% 27. 85% 
Anne Tansey 7.91% 37.21% 54 .88% 
Al phonsus Thomas 41.4-3% 46 .42% 12.15% 
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Question 6 At this time, are there any 
part icular chang es you would 
like to see made in the Madonna? 
Response 
No ---------------- 4.05% 
No opi nion -------- 22. 30% 
Yes --------------- 73.65% 
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Question 7 If you say ' yes' to the last 
question, what changes would 
you like to see made? 
Response 
1. Purpose 
a) Determine a· ,clear purpose -- 18 
b) Broaden scope 
--------------
31 
c) Treat of every-day, vital, 
practic al issues 
-------- 30 
d) More subs ttantial theology 
- 21 
e) Treat family issues 
-------- 17 
f) More c.ss.R. news 
----------
16 
2. Format 
a) Modernize format ----------- 32 
b) Change cover --------------- ll 
c) Pictures (more, better ) ---- 12 
d) Longer , fewer articles ----- 5 
3 . Style 
a) Less pietistic and 
devotional ------------- 13 
b) More informative ----------- 8 
c) More virile ---------------- ll 
f wri:ting._l l 
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4. Writers 
a) More C.Ss.R. writers ------ 23 
b) Eliminate women writers --- 17 
Other categories of six or less voices: 
more lives of saints; 
more human interest stories; 
change title; 
raise subscription; 
more orginality ; 
eliminate cheap ads; 
include suitable monthly prayer; 
change editors; 
more Canadian; 
scrap it; 
put out Canadian edition of the Liguorian. 
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Question 8 The following are authoritative 
quotations from the past, stating 
the purpose of the Madonna. Which 
would be most closely aligned to 
your way of thinking? 
Response 
a) 8.29% 
b) 6 .93% 
c) 14.71% 
d) 14.68% 
e) 65 . 39% 
- 117 -
Question 9 Would you prefer g reater emphasis 
or direction in any of the follow-
ing areas? 
Response 
Family Living ----------- 68 .57% 
Current Moral issues 56.03% 
Truths of Catholic 
Faith, . dogma --------- 42. 86% 
The Redempt orists ------- 29.29% 
Catholic Education------ 27. 85% 
Liturgy ----------------- 27. 84% 
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Question 10 Any other Remar ks - the contents 
of this section were included in 
the tabulation of the previous 
questions wherever possible, and 
those comments that were not will 
be discussed in the conclusions 
drawn from the responses and 
their significance. 
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c. Conclusions 
The response to this questionnaire was over 
fift y percent. This was far greater than expected and 
of course extremely above average for a mail question-
naire. 
The main conclusion I would draw from such a 
maximum response is that the Redemptorist, contrary to 
the opinion of some, is very m~h interested in the 
Madonna and is eager to express his opinions and anxious 
to see an improvement made. 
Unlike the readers' responses, answers to t his 
questionnaire were, for the most part, extensive, i n-
dicating strong opinions and de pth of consideration. 
Over-all opinion expressed were not of great 
a pprobation of the magazine, as was the readers' opinion, 
but y et it was not either one of condemnation. Rather 
it was one expressing desire for improvement. And this, 
in many facets. 
Question 1.- The answers to this question are 
quit e di f ferent from the previous survey . Explanation -
t he magazine is not directed to priests and therefore 
they would not find reason to read the entire content. 
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Yet almost fifty per cent glance through the magazine, 
which would probably mean that they familiarize t hem-
selves with the content. 
Perhaps many would ask - well, how can such an 
audience be qualified to answer the following questions 
in t he questionnaire. Some did acknowledge such in-
capacity. But most are quite aware of the content from 
t heir ' glancing through' the magazine as well as from 
continued past experience with the Madonna. As a member 
of the Congregation, the opinion expressed as to v,rhat 
a Redemptorist magazine should do, is quite significant 
and should be of great consequence. 
In some instances the questionnaire was answer-
ed from a reader viewpoint e.g., " that doesn't interest 
me, as a priest. 11 However , in most cases the responses 
expressed the opinion of pri ests as to what the magazine 
should do for lay-people. 
Quest ion 2.- The predominance of the first 
category, no opinion expressed, is in part explained by 
those who stated that because they did not regularly 
read the Madonna they did not fee l capable to express a 
meani ngful opinion. It is also partly explained by t hose 
who did not find anything they liked about the magazine, 
or at least did not wish to express any particular liking . 
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• As with most artistic presentations there is 
liable to be diverg ent poles of opinion. And so it was 
with t h e c over. A large percentag e expressed favour. 
Recently it has not been to the liking of many, as ex-
pressed later, but many have liked it in the past. Es-
p ecially is this true of a cover used for a year or so 
which I will include in the following pages . I think 
most would agree that it is of a high calibre, quite 
pleasing to the eye, and informative of content. Of late 
the cover has been a production of one of the early covers 
of the Eikon and to many repulsive, or at least lack ing 
a ppeal . Suggestion of some in later responses was to 
list on t h e cover the items contained in the issue, as 
is done in the following example. The fact that so many 
sing led out this aspect as one finding their favour is 
indicative of its attractiveness. 
The categ ory, doctrinal content, would include 
all branches of theology , but especially moral and dog-
matic. As priests they would favour a solid doctrinal 
basis being included in the content presented to the 
reader. 
Also f inding favour with many was the fact that 
the magazine is Marian ori entated. As some stated, this 
is one of the hallmarks of Redemptorist s pirituality and 
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theref ore should have a place i n a Redemptorist magazine. 
The last category, news of confreres, was one 
of the lesser categories, yet those who voiced such an 
opinion were very strong in advocating it. However, as 
has been mentioned, and will be pointed out, such inclusion 
colours the whole magazine, almost automatically puts it 
i nto a different category - as a mission magazine, or a 
house organ, a public relations periodical for the Red-
emptorists . 
Question 3 .- The confreres simply stormed onto 
the band- wagon in this question. Some would brand t h i s 
as hyper-criticism, but this is exactly what I asked for. 
As one confrere ended his response, "well ~ , you didn't ask 
.:::::. 
for my candied opinion •11 
------
By far the most unanimous opinion was the 
criticism of the over-all s pirit of the magazine. As 
noted in the tabulation of the responses many shades of 
comments were i ncluded in the main cri ticism that the 
content of the Madonna was too pietistic . Over fift y 
per cent of this opinion is very indicative. 
This would tie in very nicely with the expressed 
desire s of the readers for more teaching on the f aith and 
treatment of moral issues of the day . The people want 
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more solid, doctrinal teaching and the priests think they 
should not be g iven such a pietistic viewpoint of life 
but rather that same solid doctrinal emphasis. 
No need to labour this point further, but I 
believe this to be the whole burden of this thesis and 
the main conclusion. 
No opinion was listed for a third of the res-
ponsees. In general, this was ·the result of those ~vho 
answered only those questions which indicated preference, 
and did not answer the open-end questions. Also in this 
p ercentage were those who felt incapable of expressing 
a meaningful opinion. 
A significant percentage explicitly mentioned 
the format of the magazine as one item they did not like 
in the Madonna. Some were p erhaps unrealistic in asking 
for lavish use of colour and pi ctures, not ~vholly re-
cognizing the concomitant cost of such improvements. 
However, such an improvement if costs in the future would 
allow should by all means be considered. 
However, most of the resp onsees restricted 
their corr@ents to the actual layout and typegraphy - as 
being 11 too cluttered', nold-fashioned, 11 etc. It was 
-----~====~==~~==========================================~====== 
- 125 -
origin~lly intended to . include in this thesis a recast 
format, but later decided that it was not directly con-
cerned with the determination of the purpose . Hov1ever, 
such a recast ing should be a must on the agenda for 
future improvement of the Madonna . 
Also significant percentage showed g~eat dislike 
for the female authors regularly carried in the magazine. 
To some this directly resulted in the pietism overstressed 
in the content. Most who expressed this dis~ike also 
stated that there are more than sufficient Redemptorist 
priests to contribute to the magazine and such a store-
house should by a ll means be used . 
This has been a minor controversy in the past, 
more of a public relations p roblem between editor and 
confrere. Fault perhaps lies on both sides. Confreres 
who submitted material were highly indignant or dis-
courag ed by a rejection of their offering or an extensive 
recasting and editing before publication. This would 
result from a misunderstanding on the pa n t of the writer 
of the customary procedure followed and of the resp on-
sibilities of the editor • . Also a ggravat i ng the whole 
problem was the lack of a clearly defined pur pose and 
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policy. I think too that fault could have been found on 
the part of the editor, in not clearly outlining t he 
pur pose and in an orderly and professional way solicit-
i ng manuscripts from the confreres. This is an area 
t hat needs much attention i n the future. I believe it 
t o be a critical problem t hat must assiduously be worked 
on . 
The predominance of f emale writ ers and t he lack 
of Redemptorist writers has resulted in a l essening of 
t he magazine as a trul y Redemptorist effort and also i n 
th e emphas i zed pi et ism criticized by confreres. 
The other categories contained in this response 
are relative to t he above. Some would like to see t he 
title of the magazine changed. This is probabl y also 
connected with the criticism of pietism and over-emphas-
iz ed ~1arianism. This would b e a big decision t o make 
and would have to be considered further before a chang e 
would be clearly advisable. 
Although some desired more news about t he 
C. Ss.R. , i n an earlier response a small percentage i n 
this response thought t hat there was too much content 
concerning Redempt orists. This would represent the 
voice that do not consider Madonna i n any way a house 
organ or public relations effort. 
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Question L1 • • - Over one third of the responses 
did not g ive an opinion in this question. Again, many 
would desist from lack of familiarity with the actual 
c ontent. 
Those that did express an opinion paint a 
slightly different picture than that presented by the 
readers. nLiving Your Faithtt was clearly in number one 
position. This was expected a nd in line with preference 
shown for greater doctrinal content. 
Somewhat surprising was that second place of 
preference was g iven to the letters of thanksgiving . It 
is difficult to g ive a satisfactory explanation f or t h is. 
One partial reason may be that the letters of thanksg iv-
i ng represent the readers a nd their confidence in God and 
His Mot her, i n a very concrete, down-to-earth manner. I n 
ot h er words, they are practical. Other than that little 
else can be said for the outcom~. 
The lst three categories are separated by a 
sig ni f icant marg in from the preceeding categories. Th e 
last one, as already mentioned, is strictly for ch ildren 
and also devotional, and would not find much favour with 
an older audience. Yet it seems that the responsees have 
answered here more from their own personal viewpoint 
rather than the interests of t h e audience. 
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The other two categories of the last three, 
i.e., "Marian Vignette 11 and "Queen of Heartsn are both 
completely Marian and devotional a nd would t herefore not 
b e expected to find a hi gh preference with the confreres . 
Quest ion 5.- The percentages resulting from t h is 
question are, i n general, compatible with the other re-
s ponses . The highest percentage of preference is again 
with Rev. Alphonsus Thomas and his column "Living Your 
Faith." 
And again, as with the readers, a slight diver-
gence of preference shown to Clayton Kramer. The ex-
planation of t his would be t he same as in the readership 
survey i.e., that Father Kramer wri tes other articles 
besides "Marian Vignette'1 ; that he also writes the book 
reviews, which find a higher preference wit h the con-
freres than with the readers; and the fact that he is a 
Redemptorist priest would automatically raise his pre-
ference in accord with that opinion already expressed . 
The low percentages in the ttalways readn cat-
egory is in accord with the responses to the first quest-
ion of this questionnaire. 
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Question 6 .- There is an almost minimal per-
centage t hat would b e perfectly satisfied with the 
Madonna as it i s . The percentag e claimin no opinion is 
somewhat lower than those in that category for other 
responses . But almost three-quarters would like to see 
n change of some sort and degree made in the Madonna. 
Question 7.- There was a great variety and 
extent of opinions expressed in the manner of change 
desired. It was attempted to group these into major 
categories in order to make the response more meaningful, 
but at the same time showing the individual items. 
Numbers instead of percentages also presented a clearer 
picture, since many voiced more than one item or field 
in which they would like to see a chang e made. 
Not only since the central purpose of this 
thesis concerns the purpose of the Madonna, but also 
because the majority opinion centred upon this facet, 
t he first category is listed as such. This proves an 
awareness on the part of the confreres of the indeter-
minate nature of the magazine, a need for a clear def-
inition of pur pose. 
It also shows that there is question of what 
exactly t he scope of the magazine should be. Even those 
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that would consider the purpose clear-cut in the past, 
e.g. a Marian magazine, would see a need for re-examin-
i ng and altering such a purpose to meet present needs. 
Contained in this category is further corrobor-
ation of the already-expressed desire to see greater 
doctrinal content. The number express ing desire for 
more C.Ss .R. news is higher in this response than in-
dicated in previous responses. 
There is no great interpretive powers needed 
to see the expressed need for a revitalized format. 
The third category, 11 stylen, is somev.rhat 
nebulous, especially the category 11 pietistic and dev-
otional'' · This could have been included in the category 
of purpose, but at the same time it has to do with style 
of writ i ng and emphasis. In other words, the confreres 
want something with more solid punch . 
Again the preference shown for Redemptorist 
writers and the dislike for the women authors. 
Question 8 .- Some combined some of- these 
statementz eSpecially the fourth and fifth, but most 
clearly indicated a preference for one or the other, 
and by far the majority for the last category. I must 
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now admit that this last "authoritative statement from 
the past" is my own creation. It vv-as based on a hypo-
thesis of general opinion among the tonfreres. The 
first quotation is taken from the annals which recorded 
the first meeting of those who inaugurated the magazine; 
the second is a statement of Very Rev. P. Murray , C.Ss.R., 
provincial superior of the Redemptorists in Canada at 
the time of the magazine's inception; the third quotation 
is taken from a letter of the present editor, Rev. James 
N. Bennett, C.Ss.R., vvritten to myself; the fourth state-
ment is that of Very Rev . Arthur A. Ryan, C.Ss.R., prov-
incial superior at the time of the silver jubilee of t he 
magazine in 1953 . 
The predomant preference for the last quotation 
should hold great signifance in the defining of the pur-
pose of the Madonna. 
Question 9·- The results of this response show 
a slight shift of emphasis - toward an accent on family 
living . ~o doubt this was caused by the accent so placed 
on the last nauthoritative statement tt contained in the 
previous question. 
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And arising agai n in preference is the topic 
of the Redemptorists . The confr eres ' pride must have 
gained momentum as t hey progressed in the answering of 
the que stionnaire . This mrts t be deepl y considered , but 
must be seen in the light of the other preferences shown . 
Still holding a commanding lead in preference are the 
f irst three categories, and a decision must be made as 
to whether all can be included. But if to the detriment 
of others, one must be eliminated so as not to sacrifice 
a unity of purpose. 
Question 10. - This was the open-end question 
soliciting other remarks . .As I have mentioned , opinions 
expressed here were taken into consideration when they 
had relevance in the responses to the other questions . 
However, at this point, before going on to the conclusion 
of the thesis I would like to quote directly some highl y 
germane and cons equential opinions expressed in response 
to this question. 
11 This was the most welc ome letter I have 
received in years. I pray that improvements 
will be made soon. Now this is no slight to 
the honest, sincere and hard work of the past. 
But let's face it - we do not have a likeable 
magazine. The people read one or two issues, 
then the third they don't bother. As a result 
we are now giving away about forty of our sub-
scription of fifty." 
(A Pastor in western Canada) 
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" ···they should not have just pious or 
soupy ideas, but right ideas, so that they 
can hold up their heads in the knowledge of 
t h e truth . That is probably the reason I 
would rather have less lay-people writing , 
because I believe they have not the philo-
s ophical and theological background to do 
this with clarity, authority , precision and 
inspiration ••• The peo pl e are hungering for 
the truth, not for pablum or simply pap , 
which our lay writers and sometimes priests 
hand out. Vmile truth should be forthright, 
it should not be dictatorial either, f or 
there are so many facets. I realize more 
than ever as Iagrow older that there are 
few whites and blacks, but almost infinite 
shades between. 1 
(A missionar y in western Canada) 
n ••• i f it is a book for the people, it 
sh ould stress p eople and modern life problems; 
too much of a 'learnedn approach ,vould kill 
it; I am afraid what Madonna needs is not cold 
cream, but plastic surger y . Best of luck, 
Father, you'll need it. ' 
{Seminarian at HRC) 
' In general I do not think it would take 
away f rom the devotiona l a s pe ct of Madonna to 
broaden its scope and introduce other topical 
articles of general interest to all the mem-
bers of the family. I think articles on f am-
ily living and current moral issues should be 
in every issue. 
Regarding making our Redemptorist activ-
ities known through Madonna - I think our PR 
men are doing a good j ob of this thnough the 
press. If Madonna is to be interesting to 
those not connected with Redemptorist parishes 
I think the local flavour should be toned down 
and articles of broader interest stressed. 
Let the Mission Bulletin and the secular and 
religious pr e ss handle the PR end. n 
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••• we must remember there are certain 
things that will appeal to some lay people 
which will not appeal to priests. So we can't 
throw stones be cause n i n don't like it. How-
ever, I do feel a great er emphasis on family 
living and the application of Catholic truths 
of faith to same would be of great help to 
Canadian readers. By the same token it should 
help the book to s pread itself. " 
1 
••• I feel that the basic disagreement 
with the magazine is over its pur pose ••• Maybe 
I'm wrong , but I wonder just how much the mag-
azine does to spread greater devotion to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help . 
There must be someth i ng wrong when . o 
see t he confreres look down their noses when 
the maga zine is mentioned. It has nothing 
to do with the efforts of t he men involved. 
I think it has to do with what we all want -
somethi ng that will command respect among 
other magazines, one we can all be proud to 
encourage people to buy and read ••• 11 
11 
••• the Red emptorist magazine, unless 
it be definitely restricted to s preading 
devotion to Mary i n particular, should do 
with written words what we primarily seek 
to accomplish with s poken words. It should 
b e t he expression of our interest as Red-
emptorists, which certainly includes devot-
ion to Mary and to St. Gerard, etc., but 
which more certainly should be as fundamental 
as those of an apostle. 
This is a good idea, to send out such 
an enquiry . Not because you now get my i deas, 
but be cause you can perhaps force t he issue 
of purpose and program to some definite 
conclusion ••• n 
(Missionary in ~>vestern Canada} 
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"··· If Madonna has the a ppearance and 
format of 11 Jubileeu, more would read it . As 
for scope, then you are limited, but then, why 
not broaden the scope. • •• the magazine , as 
it is, is not living . The articles are lack-
ing in creativity. Madonna defini tely needs 
an overhaul before I ' d recommend i t to a think-
ing person. 11 
u • • • I would l i ke to see something more 
meaty, less pietistic. Perhaps the best way 
I could put it would be to say that I do not 
think the publication is above a lower- school 
level •• • n 
"···why are Jane, Patricia, Florence 
and Anne writing in a Redemptorist magazine? 
All the confreres should be interested and 
attached to such an important part of the 
C. Ss.R. apo stol ate. " 
11 
••• I would like to see a sort of mag-
azine which would have a broader scope t han 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help and St . Gerard . 
My main reason for this is that non- Catholics 
and Catholics a l ike are losing a personal and 
real belief in God . I don't think that t he 
Madonna is presently bri nging people to God . 11 
" • • • the present edi tor- manager-circul-
ation manager cannot handle all three fields. 
With a present circulation of 20,000 , thanks 
to the present editor, the enterprise i s 
sufficiently large , and capable of further 
expansion. But there should be no part-t ime 
editor, business manager , circulation manager . 
If such a triumvirate gi ves only part- t i me 
attention to the magazine, it is doomed . ' 
--- -==============-~=== 
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' ••• there is such an assortment of per-
iodicals to choose from, but I do feel that 
Madonna must touch on more urgent, topical 
and practical problems than it does, or lose 
friends." 
" I would like to see the Madonna have 
an appeal to people who are wrestling with 
the harsh realities of life in our time. 
A magazine that would be theo~ogically 
synthetic, not exclusively moral, liturgical, 
dogmatic or scriptural, but one that would 
blend and make oractical and concrete these 
avenues of our faith. I would like a specific 
aim in v.rhich this could be done e.g ., the 
family and its relation to our modern world. 
In this, it could be distinctively religious, 
Canadian , and relate to Christ through Mary. " 
1 
••• the Madonna could be written ex-
pression of our preaching - a preaching 
calculated to attract, grip and inspire 
Christians to a full true place as Mother 
of the Redeemer and the redeemed, but let 
us not lose sight of the Redeemer in the 
process ••• ti 
11 The fact that the Madonna always lacked 
any appealing quality or character may be at 
least partially explained by the seemingly 
contradictory aims and purpose of the magazine 
as cited in question eight. While the work , 
interests, aims, and ob jectives of the Redem-
ptorists in promoting OMPH , St. Alphonsus, 
St. Gerard should not be overlooked, I think 
the magazine would be inherently strangling 
and limiting its a ppeal and general usefulness 
by being merely a n trade'1 or propaganda organ. 
Readers want something more challenging and 
provocative in their reading material; they 
don't go for nor should they be given, a 
bland diet of pious generalities . ' 
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CHAPTER VI 
Conclusions of the Thesis 
From the preceding investigations in this 
thesis J we are finally able to arrive at a defined 
purpos e and delineated policy of the Madonna magazine. 
Let me initially state what the purpose 
should not be. 
First, the Madonna should not be an exclusively 
Marian devotional magazine, ysing the term 'devotional' 
in the pejorative sense. The term 'exclusively devot-
ional' usually conveys a restriction to the realm of 
theoretical ascetics and this usually in a pietistic, 
sentimental sort of way. Basically , no 'devotion' 
should have this trade-mark. Devotion to the Mother 
of God all too often degenerates into such a meaningless 
and harmful mirage. 
However, true Marian devotion should not be 
so restricted. It must always be orientated as inter-
mediary to Christ and have its subsequent practical 
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bearing on the art of true Christian living. 
Thus the Madonna must studiously avoid being 
an exclusively Marian devotional magazine. 
Secondly, the Madonna should not be a public 
relations house-organ for the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer in Canada. 
This would colour the whole content even if 
it were primarily doctrinal. It would also hinder the 
usual channels used for circulation, i.e., the pulpits 
of diocesan as well as Redemptorist Churches throughout 
Canada. It is to this aspect, lack of self-orientated 
propaganda, that the editors at Liguori ascribe much of 
their popularity . 
This is not to deny the usefulness and need 
of such a public relations organ if the Congregation is 
to continue its work in Canada and Japan successfully. 
However, the periodical " Japanese Missionsn and a current 
monthly bulletin 11 Co-Redemptorist Newsn can, especially 
if expanded, adequately cover this field. 
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But novf, more positively, what should be 
the purpose of the Madonna? 
Investigation showed: 
1) The original purpose of the magazine was intended 
to be Marian (devotional) and Alphonsian 
(doctrinal) . 
2) The policy followed through the years was not 
restricted t o this aim, but covered a wider 
field of general Catholic reading . 
3) Re aders showed a desire for instruction in the 
truths of the Catholic faith and for guidance 
in moral issues of every-day living , as well 
as for inspirational Marian content. 
4) Redemptorist priests strongly urged avoidance 
of pietistic Marian content, a broadening of 
the scope of t he magazine (from its tendency 
to be exclusively IVIarian) to include a solid 
doctrinal content . 
The investigations of this thesis point out a 
clear path. But , as many priests pointed out and which 
common sense dictates, there must be a main theme in 
which the doctrinal and Marian aspects can b e synthesized. 
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Quite logically and consonant with current needs, t his 
theme should be the family. 
I believe that, with the penetrating theme of 
the family, the keynote would be practicality . All 
doctrinal content, dogmatic, moral, liturgical, would 
not be theoretical content, but would be a down-to-earth 
practical guidepost for "people who are wrestling vvith 
the harsh r ealities of lif e in our time." 
It would be theology at the kitchen table, 
easily understood and immediately a pplicable to the 
average Catholic reader. 
The Marian content, as synthesized by the 
f amily theme, would also be a practical guide to solid 
Christian asceticism, pointing out the source of grace 
t o accomplish t h e art of true Christian living , as it 
must f irst be learned - in the f amily . 
Therefore I strongly affirm that the purpose 
of the Madonna should be so stated : 
, To instruct, inspire and encourage 
true Christian living , especially 
in the realm of the family, as 
exemplified by Mary . 
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This is a succinct statement of purpose and 
must be understood by all that has been explained in 
the investigations that ha~~led to this conclus i on . 
The policy to be fo llowed, consequent upon this purpose, 
will further explicitize and explain its full significance. 
Policy of the Madonna 
The se are basic it ems of policy which must be 
a pp ended by further items concerned with actual operat ion 
of publication . 
1) Instruct ion, inspiration and encouragement in all 
facets of family living , in a truly Christian s pirit, 
must be the dominant aim of all content. 
2) All content should have a direct relevance to the 
family theme . Dogmat ic c ontent , instruction in truths 
of the faith, can and must have direct bearing on this 
theme . Moral content can and should be f amily-orientated. 1 
Marian content must be constantly Christ-centred and 
fami ly-ori entated, portraying Mary in her predominant 
role as l'1Tothe r of God and l\!Iediatrix of g races, and in 
her exemplar y role a s our mother. 
3 ) As extensively as possible , content sould be authored 
by Redemptorist priests who have the philosophical and 
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theological grasp of the subject in which the reader is 
being instructed. 
4) The audience aimed at is the average Catholic family -
father, mother, and older children (i.e., teens and older), 
and of average intelligence. Hence matter should be 
simple, clear and with continual application to every-day 
living . 
5) The style of writing should be in keeping with the 
mind of the audience. It should be personal, not too 
heavy, quick-moving, easy to gras p , direct - al1.Arays with 
a solid punch . 
6) The content should have the same aim as Redemptorist 
preaching i.e., exhortative as well as instructive. 
Remember ~he aim is to instruct, inspire and encourage. 
7} The Marian content will, whenever possible, emphasize 
the Redemptoristic devotion to the Mother of God under 
the tit,le of Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 
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CHAPTER VII 
Evaluation of Project 
The outline of the Catholic Press in the 
United States and in Canada gives a clear picture of 
the setting in which any Catholic magazine must be 
placed today. 
The historical survey of the Madonna can be 
appli cable in principle for any magazine. To study the 
foundations on which the publication is built and the 
progress of that publication is the basis for determining 
its present-day raison d'etre. In this case-study of the 
Madonna the investigation has been most enlight ening in 
determining the purpose and policy of the magazine. 
The content analysis of the Madonna, again can 
be duplicated in the study of any periodical. This can 
be accomplished on many levels. However, since this was 
not to have a great degree of influence in the formulation 
of the purpose of the Madonna, it was restricted to a 
qualified analysis of subject matter. This was sufficient 
- 144 -
·e II 
I 
I j 
I 
l' 
,I 
to determine the progress of the Madonna in its thirty-
three year history. 
Of most signifance was the mail survey. The 
questionnaire to the subscribers should have, perhaps, 
most significance. In other words, basically, an editor 
should ask, 11 what do the readers want?n However, in a 
religious publication the degree of importance of this 
question is lessened somevfhat because of the equal im-
portance of the question 11 what should the people be given?n 
This is further delimited by the question to 
be answered, 11 what, as Redemptorist priests, are we best 
capable of giving the reader?" 
However the value of the responses of the 
readers is not to be underestimated and was given full 
consideration in the structuring of the purpose and 
policy. 
Fortunately the main emphasis of the readers 
responses was synonomous with the burden of opinion 
expressed by Redemptorist priests. 
The questionnaire response from confreres was 
invaluable. The fact that such a large percentage 
showed an avid interest in the future of the Madonna 
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s peaks well for the possibilities of improvement and 
of full co-operation. 
I believe this thesis will make a contribution 
to general journalism studies in establishing the pattern- il 
~ 
I 
ed views of the Catholic reading public, as well as a 
determi~ation of the expected role of Catholic journalism 
as viewed by Canadian priests. 
As for the case study, Madonna magazine, the 
thesis should prove invaluable. Never has such a study 
been made for the magazine. There is evidently a need 
for such scientific examination and determination of 
I 
purpose and policy as a basis for subsequent re-formation. ' 
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